
Bethesda Episcopal Church 
  

The Sunday after Easter                                         12 April 2026  
  

HOLY COMMUNION at 8.00am 
 

All stand as the ministers enter. 
  
The Easter Acclamation and Collect for Purity 

  
 Alleluia. Christ is risen.      The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
  
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Gloria in excelsis 
  
 Glory be to God on high,  
 and in earth peace, good will towards men.  
 We praise thee, we bless thee,  
 we worship thee, we glorify thee,  
 we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,  
 O Lord God, heavenly king, God the Father almighty.  
 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;  
 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
 that takest away the sin of the world,  
 have mercy upon us.  
 Thou that takest away the sin of the world,  
 receive our prayer.  
 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,  
 have mercy upon us.  
 For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;  
 thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,  
 art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
  
The Collect  
 
 The Lord be with you.  And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery hast established the 
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of 
Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The  Lesson                                                   1 Peter 1.3-9 
  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are 
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 
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so that the genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than gold that, though perishable, 
is tested by fire-- may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are 
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
  The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  
All stand. 
  
The Holy Gospel                                                          John 20:19-31 
  
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John. 
 Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
  
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
  
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe." 
  
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus 
said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe." 
  
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
  
   The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
  
The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing. 
  
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
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   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
All kneel. 
  
The Prayers of the People 
  
As we celebrate the good news of Our Lord’s Resurrection, let us pray that the power of his 
risen life may be known throughout the world, especially for those suffering injustice, fear, 
violence, and oppression. In our prayers we also remember the Church of the Province of the 
Indian Ocean; and in the Albany Diocese, our bishop, Jeremiah, and the Parish of St Thomas, 
Tupper Lake.  We ask God’s blessing on those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this 
week; and those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 
  
In joy and hope, let us pray to the Lord, saying Lord, hear our prayer: 
 
That our risen Savior may fill us with the joy of his glorious and life-giving resurrection, let 
us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
That he may provide for those who lack food, work, or shelter, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
That he may strengthen with the light of his presence the sick, the weak, and the dying, let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection may be  
raised on the last day, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, so that we may bear faithful  
witness to his resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
The Celebrant concludes with a Collect. 
  
We thank thee, heavenly Father, that thou has delivered us from the dominion of sin and 
death, and has brought us into the kingdom of thy Son; and we pray that, as by his death he 
has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to joys eternal; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
  
The Confession and Absolution 

  
 Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
  
 Almighty God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 maker of all things, judge of all men: 
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
 We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past; 
 and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
  
The Celebrant says  
  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace, you may greet those around you in the name of Christ.  
  
The Peace                   
  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.   And with thy spirit.  
  
The Altar is prepared for Holy Communion.   
  
When the Celebrant turns to face the people, all stand. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
   
 The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
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 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
 It is meet and right so to do. 

  
Then, facing the High Altar, the Celebrant continues 
  
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. But chiefly we are 
bound to praise thee for the  glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  for he 
is the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and hath taken away the sin of the 
world; who by his death hath destroyed death, and by his  rising to life again hath won for 
us everlasting life. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
  
 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
 Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
 Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
 Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
  
All kneel.  
  
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst 
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ 
to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He 
made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did  institute, and in his holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again. 
  
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  
 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for 
you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 
remembrance of me." 

  
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great 
glory.   And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word 
and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto 
us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

  
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and   
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may  worthily 
receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made 
one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
  
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And  
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
The Fraction 
  
  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
  
The Agnus Dei                        
  
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
  
Communion is distributed at the High Altar.  After Communion, all kneel.  
  
The Prayer after Communion    
  
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou 
dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby 
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful 
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we 
may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.  
  
The Blessing and Dismissal 
  
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great  Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in  every work to 
do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the  blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
  
  Alleluia. Go into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 
 

Notices 
 
Welcome to Bethesda!  To learn more about our parish family, speak to an usher or 
contact the parish office:  office@bethesdachurch.org 
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The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Edward C. and 
Audrey Ball by Nancy, Larry, Jonathan & Stephen. 
  
A tremendous thank you to all who have labored with devotion and dedication this Holy 
Week and Easter: musicians, readers, office volunteers, ushers, flower donors, altar guild 
members, acolytes, Fr Kriss and everyone who prayed and journeyed with Our Lord from 
the cross and grave, to the joy of the Resurrection.  
 
TODAY at 10.00am  There will be a service of Lessons and Carols for Easter, with 
special music by the choir. 
 
Calling All Knitters!  A mini-prayer shawl ministry is starting, and we hope you’ll join us! 
You can pick up the pattern at the back of the church. Our first set of mini-prayer shawls will 
be blessed on Pentecost before being distributed to those in need.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Carol or Jean for more information at office@bethesdachurch.org 
 
There is a weekday service of Holy Communion Thursdays at 12.10pm.  All are welcome. 
 
Concert at Bethesda on Friday 24 April at 7pm. In celebration of the 250th anniversary of 
the American Revolution, the acclaimed chamber ensemble Musicians of Ma’alwyck 
announces a special concert program dedicated to the music that soundtracked the birth of 
the United States.  Works by  Stamitz, Handel, and Scarlatti. You may purchase tickets at the 
door or via the website: www.musiciansofmaalwyck.org 
 
The April Special Envelope supports the Thomas T. Parke Music Fund.   Fr Parke was 
Rector of Bethesda from 1968 to 2012. In recognition of his commitment to the liturgical and 
musical life of the parish, a fund was established in his name which would provide additional 
financial support to our choral program throughout the year.  
 
Please be advised that the parish office is closed until 21 April.  
 
LifeWorks Community Action  is a non-profit established in 1965 that works to       
alleviate poverty by assisting local families and individuals with a wide range of services.   
Bethesda is currently collecting canned foods and personal hygiene products.  Donations may 
be left in the box by the side door entrance. 

Parking   The lot adjacent to the church, which is accessible via Congress Street, offers free 
parking for the first two hours. 

Two Courses: 
 

Christianity 101 Four Sundays, from 7.30- 8.30pm on April 19, 26, May 3 & 10.  As the 
Church continues to celebrate the joy of Eastertide, we reflect on Christ’s victory over sin and 
death and what it means for our lives today. This season of resurrection is a time not only of 
celebration, but of deeper understanding and renewed faith.  If you are new or interested in 
a deeper exploration of the faith, this class offers a welcoming space to explore Christianity, 
ask meaningful questions, and grow in your understanding of the hope and new life 
proclaimed in the Resurrection.   This course, which is led by Jon Kimmel, is offered online. 
 
Effective Compassion training, led by Ismael Hernandez, encourages participants to 
move beyond models of aid that unintentionally foster dependency and toward approaches 
that empower individuals and strengthen communities. Through practical insights and real-
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world examples, Hernandez explores principles such as dignity-based outreach, reciprocity 
in service, and locally driven solutions that cultivate long-term flourishing. This thought-
provoking event will be of particular interest to those engaged in ministry, social service, 
education, and community development who seek a deeper and more sustainable vision of 
compassion in action. Drawing on years of experience in community work and faith-based 
outreach, Hernandez challenges the prevailing model of charity and offers a more effective 
approach rooted in dignity, responsibility, and personal transformation.  Date & Location:  
Saturday 25 April, from 8.30am-12.30 at the Cathedral of All Saints, Albany.  For more 
information regarding either course, contact jkimmel@thecathedralofallsaints.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Reverend Charles Wallace, Rector 
  

Office Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 
Office Telephone:  (518) 584-5980 

  
Website: bethesdachurch.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 
  

Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 
178 Elm Street, Suite 5 

Saratoga Springs NY 12866 
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