
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

The Solemnity of All Saints                                 2 November 2025 
 

8.00 Holy Communion 
The order of service is printed on the laminated card.   

The Reading, Gospel, and Prayers of the People can be found below. 

 
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

 
Organ      Chaconne and Sarabande from Almira HWV 1          G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 
 
All stand as the choir and ministers enter.   
 
The Opening Hymn #286                                  From the Hymnal 1982 
 
At the high altar, the Celebrant says 
 
 Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Gloria in excelsis        Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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Remain standing. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
 The Lord be with you.  And with thy spirit.  
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Let us pray.  O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant us grace so to follow thy 
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys 
which thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love thee; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.  
 
All sit. 
 
The First Reading           Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18
                  
 A reading from the Book of Daniel. 
 
In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head 
as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the 
four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, and four great beasts came up out of the sea, 
different from one another. 
 
As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head terrified 
me. I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said 
that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: "As for these four great 
beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. But the holy ones of the Most High shall 
receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom for ever—for ever and ever." 
 
 The Word of the Lord.                    Thanks be to God 
 
The congregation remains seated.  The Choir sings 
 
The Gradual: Psalm 149              Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
 
O sing unto the Lord a new song: let the congregation of saints praise him.  
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: and let the children of Sion be joyful in their 
King. 
Let them praise his Name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with tabret and 
harp. 
For the Lord hath pleasure in his people: and helpeth the meek-hearted. 
Let the saints be joyful with glory: let them rejoice in their beds.  
Let the praises of God be in their mouth: Such honor have all his saints.  
 
The Second Reading                                                                             Ephesians 1.11-23 
 
 A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
 
In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, 
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him 
you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of 
our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 
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I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
 The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 
All stand. 
 
The Alleluia 

 
 Verse:  Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden *  and I will give you  
  rest. Alleluia. 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                     Luke 6.20-31
                                  
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke. 
 Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus looked up at his disciples and said:  
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame 
you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your 
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets." 
 
"But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
"Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
"Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false 
prophets. 
 
"But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
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other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give 
to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 
again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                  Fr Kriss
                       
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed     
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of the People  
   
In our Intercessions, we pray for the Anglican Communion, and this week, for the Church  
of Papua New Guinea. In the Albany Diocese, we remember Jeremiah, our Bishop, and the 
clergy and people of All Saints Cathedral, Albany, as they celebrate their feast of title this 
weekend.  We ask God’s blessing on those attending the annual parish retreat at Holy Cross 
Monastery, West Park. 
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Let us now join our prayers with those of our Savior Jesus Christ, seeking the Father’s 
blessing, and the gifts of the Spirit, saying, Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, our great high priest, living for ever to intercede for us, pray for the Church, 
your broken body in the world. Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand of your majesty on high, 
pray for this troubled world, and make it subject to your just and gentle rule.  
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, Son of Man, drawing humanity into the life of God, pray for your brothers 
and sisters in any need, distress or sorrow, especially Holly, Candance, Catherine, Liz, 
Polly, and John.  Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, bringing us to glory through your death and 
resurrection, surround with your saints and angels those who have died trusting your 
promises.  
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 
pray for us who bear witness to your glory and power.  
Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Celebrant: Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate.  Amen. 
 
Remain kneeling. 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
 
 Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
 Most merciful God 
 we confess that we have sinned against thee 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in thy will, 
 and walk in thy ways, 
 to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
  
The Celebrant says the Absolution. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy         
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
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All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  you may greet those around you in the name of the Lord.  
 
The Peace   
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at the Offertory #287                    From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
       
 The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit.  
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Who, in the 
multitude of thy saints, hast compassed us about with so great a cloud of witnesses, that 
we, rejoicing in their fellowship, may run with patience the race that is set before 
us; and, together with them, may receive the crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying,  
 
The Sanctus and Benedictus      Healey Willan (1880-1968) 

 

 

 

 
 
All kneel. 
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All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou of thy tender mercy, 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 
who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and 
in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death 
and sacrifice, until his coming again.  
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me. "  
 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in 
remembrance of me. " 
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before 
thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial 
thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and   
precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most 
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts 
and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers 
of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all 
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most   
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly   
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.  
 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, 
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, 
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father,  who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
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forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Fraction  
 
 Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy  
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose  property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.  
 
The Agnus Dei from Missa Brevis No. 1                     Brian Hoffman                                            
  
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
Communion is distributed at the high altar.  Please move at the direction of the ushers.   
 
 Choir:   The Beatitudes                    Arvo Pärt (b. 1935) 
 
 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
 filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peace makers: for 
 they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
 righteousness sake: for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven. 
 Blessed are ye. when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
 of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
 reward in heaven:  For so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. Amen.     
   

Text:  Matthew 5: 3-12 
  
 Hymn #620 (remain seated)                                  From the Hymnal 1982 
       
After Communion, all kneel.   
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure 
us thereby of thy favor and  goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
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with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God.  
 
The Closing Hymn #618                      From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Organ  Rondo                      Attributed to John Bull (1562-1628)  

 
Notices 

 
Welcome!  Thank you for joining us this morning. If you are interested in learning more 
about Bethesda Church, please introduce yourself to an usher.  
 
The flowers on the High Altar are given to the glory of Almighty God and in loving 
memory of Ray Priestley, given by his daughter, Lynne.  
 
Thank you to Fr Kriss, our honorary assistant priest, for celebrating and preaching today; 
and to those reading and leading prayers:  at 8am  Mary Withington  and 10am Stephanie 
Lein and John Van der Veer.  The communion elements (bread and wine) in November are 
given by Lynne Priestley.   
 
Please join us for refreshments following the 10am service.  Thanks to Garrie Long for 
hosting today. 
 
Special Monthly Envelope  Our special monthly appeal in November supports the 
work of the Saratoga County Children’s Committee Empty Stocking Project. The Empty 
Stocking Project is the largest and most widely recognized program of the Saratoga County 
Children’s Committee. Their mission is to embody the holiday spirit by helping to provide 
families in need with a joyous holiday. Each year, they are able to provide over 900 children 
living in Saratoga County with a wonderful holiday season.  
 
TODAY Evensong at All Saints’ Cathedral, Albany (62 South Swan St) at 4pm. 
 
Midweek Service   Holy Communion on Thursdays at 12.10pm.  All welcome. 
 
Remembrance Sunday & Commemoration of the Faithful Departed   Next 
Sunday 9 November, the names of loved ones and friends who have died in the past year 
will be read at the 8am and 10am services.  If you wish to add a name, a list is available at 
the back of the church, or notify the office. 
 
Mere Christianity From scholarly literature to children’s fantasy, C. S. Lewis is one of 
the most profound authors of the last century. His classic work Mere Christianity explores 
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the great questions of life from a Christian perspective and is valued by people of all 
traditions. Join us for our next class on Sunday 16 November at 9am.   
 
Stewardship  November is traditionally the time we ask you to consider making a pledge 
to support the ministry of Bethesda. Bethesda relies almost entirely on weekly offerings. 
Please think seriously about your contribution to our ongoing work and witness for the 
coming year. Our financial gifts are an important way of giving thanks to God for the 
blessings we have received, and putting our faith into action through the stewardship of the 
resources God has given us. Please collect your envelope at the back of the Church and 
return it to the office in the collection plate or by mail. 
 
Office Hours are Tuesday & Wednesday 10.00 to noon, and Thursday 1.30 to 3.30pm. 
 
LifeWorks Community Action  is a non-profit established in 1965 that works to 
alleviate poverty by assisting local families and individuals with a wide range of services. 
Bethesda is currently collecting canned food and household supplies on behalf of 
LifeWorks. Place donated items in the box by the side door entrance. 
 
Parking  The lot adjacent to the church, which is accessible via Congress Street, offers free 
parking for the first two hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Icon of All Saints at the Cathedral in Albany, NY. 
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Fr Charles Wallace, Rector 
 

Office Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 
Office Telephone: (518) 584-5980 

 
Website: bethesdachurch.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 
 

Bethesda Church Parish Office 
178 Elm Street, Suite 5 

Saratoga Springs NY 12866 
 

Please place this form in the collection plate if you would like us to get in touch with you: 
 
Name:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Email address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Home address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Preferred contact method:  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Reason: 
 Visitor or new resident 

 Would like more information about the church and/or worship 

 Interested in opportunities to serve 

 Would like to speak with or have a visit from the priest 

 Would like information about pledge envelopes or regular giving to Bethesda 

 Other _________________________________________________________ 


