
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost                                                      6 July 2025 
 

8.00 Holy Communion 
At the 8am service, the order of service is printed on the laminated card.   

The Reading, Gospel, and Prayers of the People can be found below. 

 
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

 
Music  Allegro, from Sonata for Violin and Viola              JCF Bach (1732-1795) 
   
  Michael and Stephani Emery, violin and viola  
 
All stand as the minsters enter.  The Celebrant says 
 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Opening Hymn #408                From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray.  O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy commandments by loving thee and 
our neighbor: Grant us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to thee with our 
whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
All sit. 
 

The Reading                                                                                                          Isaiah 66:10-14 

Thus says the Lord: "Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her;  
rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her--  that you may nurse and be satisfied 
from her consoling breast;  that you may drink deeply with delight from her glorious bosom. 
For thus says the Lord: I will extend prosperity to her like a river, and the wealth of the 
nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and 
dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be 
comforted in Jerusalem.  You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall 
flourish like the grass; and it shall be known that the hand of the Lord is with his servants, 
and his indignation is against his enemies."  
                
 The Word of the Lord.                    Thanks be to God 



 

2 

All stand. 
 
The Alleluia 

 
 The cantor sings the appointed verse. 
                               
 All repeat:   Alleluia. 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                      Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
                                  
 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke. 
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 
and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 
Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you 
enter, first say, `Peace to this house!' And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your 
peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not 
move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, 
eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, `The kingdom of 
God has come near to you.' But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, 
go out into its streets and say, `Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe 
off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.' 
 
"Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever 
rejects me rejects the one who sent me."  The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in 
your name even the demons submit to us!" He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from 
heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do 
not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven." 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                         Jonathan Kimmel                  
 
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
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    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of The People     
 
In our prayers this week, we remember the Church in Nigeria; and in the diocesan cycle, we 
pray for Jeremiah, our bishop and the people and clergy of St Michael’s Church, Colonie. 
We ask God’s blessing on those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week; and 
those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 
 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, and for the leaders of all nations, that wisdom and courage may prevail 
in the cause of justice and peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, oppression, and degradation; for all affected by violence 
and war, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
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For the city of Saratoga Springs, and for every city and community, and for those who live 
in them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, 
especially Tony, Robert, John, Fred, Margaret, and James; let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and      
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 
Celebrant:  Draw your Church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, 
together following our Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving him in his 
mission to the world, and together witnessing to his love on every continent and island.  
We ask this in his name and for his sake.  Amen. 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
 
 Celebrant:  Let us humbly confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against thee 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in thy will, 
 and walk in thy ways, 
 to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, 
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   
 
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  greet those around you in the name of the Lord.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at the Offertory #321            From the Hymnal 1982 
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Remain standing. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
       
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Creator of the light 
and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying,  
 
Sanctus and Benedictus     Healey Willan (1880-1968) 

 

 

 

 
 
All kneel.   The Celebrant says the Eucharistic Prayer (p. 341 of the BCP), which concludes, 
  
… by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and 
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
       
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  trespass against  us.  And  
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Fraction  
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                         
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access  
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 
The Agnus Dei   The text and music can be found on page S–158 of the Hymnal. 
 
Communion is distributed at the altar rail.  Please move at the direction of the ushers. 
 
During Communion   
 
 Music:    Aria           Lucien Capet (1873-1928) 
 
After Communion, all kneel.   
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most       
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure 
us thereby of thy favor and  goodness towards us; and that we are very     
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting      
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with 
thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  People                Thanks be to God.  
 
The Closing Hymn #522             From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Music   Rondo Allegretto, from Sonata for Violin and Viola 
             Johann Christoph Frederich Bach (1732-1795) 
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Notices 

 
Welcome to Bethesda Church!  Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  If 
you are interested in joining our parish community, introduce yourself to an usher or Fr 
Wallace, or you may complete the form on the back page.   
 
Thank you to those reading and leading prayers: at 8am Lynne Priestley; and at 10am 
Darren Miller and Joyce Cole. 
 
Please join us for a cookies and lemonade after the 10am service.  Thank you to  
Tim and Libby Holmes for providing today’s refreshments. If you are able to host in July 
or August, there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.  
 
The flowers on the High Altar are given to the glory of Almighty God and in honor of 
Scott F. N. Wing by Mary Withington.  
 
If you would like to contribute flowers for the altar or eucharistic elements (bread 
and wine) as a memorial, or in thanksgiving for a birthday or anniversary, please contact 
the office.  

Special Monthly Envelope Donations to our July appeal support the Racetrack 
Chaplaincy. Founded in 1971, the Chaplaincy provides vital ministry to backstretch 
workers and their families by offering food and clothing; legal, medical and clerical 
assistance; as well as educational support and enrichment to Backstretch families who 
could not otherwise afford these services and opportunities. 
 
Forward Day by Day  Copies of the latest edition of Forward Day by Day are 
available for purchase on the back table.  Copies are $2 each. 
 
Parking  The lot adjacent to the church, which is accessible via Congress Street, offers free 
parking for the first two hours. 
 
The Parish Office is now closed for the summer.  Phone messages and emails to 
office@bethesdachurch.org are checked regularly.   
 
Summer Music Series:  Thank you to Stephani and Michael Emery for sharing their 
talents with us today!  
 

Upcoming 
 
THIS WEEK.  Members of the Orchestra of the NYC Ballet will perform a recital at 
Bethesda on Thursday 10 July at 4pm.  All welcome.  Admission by donation. 
 
Excelsior Vocal Ensemble presents Celestial England on Saturday 19 July at 3pm.  
Returning to Bethesda in July, Excelsior travels the scope of English Choral Music from 
across the centuries. Herbert Howells stirring Requiem and William Byrd’s Mass for Five 
Voices are contrasted with the powerful Five Spirituals from A Child of Our Time and   
selections from Gustav Holst’s Choral Folk Songs.  With guest organist, Derek Stannard, 
don’t miss this performance in a beautiful space. Tickets $25, general seating, 
www.Saratoga-arts.org/events or at door.  
 



 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr Charles Wallace, Rector 

 
Office Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 

Office Telephone: (518) 584-5980 
 

Website: bethesdachurch.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

 
Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 

178 Elm Street, Suite 5 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866 

Please place this form in the collection plate if you would like us to get in touch with you: 
 
Name:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Email address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Home address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Preferred contact method:  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Reasons: 
 

 Visitor or new resident 

 Would like more information about the church and/or worship 

 Interested in opportunities to serve 

 Would like to speak with or have a visit from the priest 

 Would like information about pledge envelopes or regular giving to Bethesda 

 Other _________________________________________________________ 


