Bethesda Episcopal Church

The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day 25 December 2024

9.00am Holy Communion

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Alleluia. Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.
People O Come, let us adore him. Alleluia.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria in Excelsis

Glory be to God on high, .
and on earth peace, good will towards men.

We praise thee, we bless thee,

we worship thee,

we glorify thee,

we give thanks to thee for thégreat glma;, )
O Lord God, heavenly Kin od the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

that takest away the sins of the world,

have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer. .

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy;

thou only art the Lord;

thou only, O Christ,

with the .olﬁf Ghost,

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Let us pray. Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon
him, and as at this time, to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, being regenerate and
made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through
the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit ever,
one God, world without end. Amen.

All sit.



The Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they
see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of
Jerusalem; for the LorRD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lorp has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the
earth shall see the salvation of our God.

The Lector concludes The Word of the Lord.
The People respond Thanks be to God
All stand.
The Holy Gospel StJohn 1.1-14

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into beinﬁ. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

All sit for the homily.
All stand.
The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,



begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God;
begotten, not made;
being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried:
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All kneel.

The Prayers of The People

In our prayers today, we remember the Episcopal Church of the Philippines; and our
bishop, Jeremiah Williamson and his family. We also ask God’s blessing on those who find
the holiday season difficult, eslyl)ecially those who are sick, lonely, anxious or bereaved; that
they may be strengthened by the knowledge of Christ’s love and mercy.

Let us give glory to God on high, who from his fullness has received grace upon grace.

For the holy Church of God throughout the world, that with one heart we may rejoice in the
Word made flesh. Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us.

ﬁor good will in the hearts of all; and on earth, peace. Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously
ear us.

For the poor, the outcast and the homeless; for the helpless, the lonely and the unloved.
Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us.

For all who have gone before us, whose hope was in the Word made flesh. Lord, hear us:
Lord, graciously hear us.

With the blesséd Virgin Mary, and all the host of heaven, let our voices rise to praise God’s
glory. Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us.

3



The Celebrant says a concluding prayer.

O God, we thank you for the message of peace that Christmas brings to our troubled and
distracted world. Give peace among nations; peace in our land; peace in our homes; and
peace in our hearts, as we remember the birth at Bethlehem of the Prince of Peace, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in thy will,

and walk in thy ways,

to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him,
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

All stand. At the exchange of the Peace, please remain in your pew.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

All stand.

The Eucharistic Prayer
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst
give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children. Therefore
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy
glorious name, evermore praising thee and saxing,



Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:
Hosanna in the highest.

All kneel.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy,
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
who made there, by his one oblation of himself once oszred, a full, perfect, and sufficient
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in
his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death
and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
brake it, andg gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for
ou. Do this in remembrance of me." Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he
ad given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of
the New Testament, w%ﬁch is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this,
as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me."

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before

thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial

thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and

Erecious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most
earty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts
and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior
Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers
of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of
graise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, bﬁ the merits and

eath of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church,
may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most
Erecious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly
enediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice,
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits,
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee,
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Agnus Dei

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.
Communion is distributed at the high altar. Please move at the direction of the usher.
After Communion, all kneel.

The Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. O God, who makest us glad by the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only
Son Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so we may with

sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our Judge; who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.



The Blessing and Dismissal

The peace of God, which &)asseth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you
always. Amen.

Celebrant Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

All stand as the minsters depart.

Notices
A warm welcome and a very Merry Christmas to all. If you are new to the area, or
wish to learn more about this parish community, please introduce yourself to Fr Wallace
or contact the church office.
Office The parish office on Elm Street will be closed until Tuesday, 14 January 2025.
Next Sunday, 29 December, there will be ONE service at 9am.
Year-End Gifts to Bethesda Please remember Bethesda in dyour Christmas and end-of

-year giving plans. Our ministry and garish operations depend on your faithful support.
Tax receipts are issued for gifts received on or before December 31st.




Please place this form in the collection plate if you would like us to get in touch with you:
Name(s):
Phone:

Email address:

Home address:

Preferred contact method:

Contact Reason(s):

Visitor or new resident

Would like more information about the church and/or worship
Interested in opportunities to serve

Would like to speak with or have a visit from the priest

Other

o s o

Fr Charles Wallace, Rector

Office Email: office@bethesdachurch.org
Office Telephone: (518) 584-5980

Website: bethesdachurch.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch

Bethesda Episcopal Church Office
178 Elm Street, Suite 5
Saratoga Springs NY 12866




