
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

The Feast of Christ the King                  24 November 2024 
 
Organ    Basse et Dessus de Trompette                     Louis-Nicolas Clérambault (1676-1749) 
 
All stand as the choir and minsters enter.   
 
The Opening Hymn #410                From the Hymnal 1982 
 
At the high altar, the Celebrant says 
 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Gloria in excelsis        Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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Remain standing. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit.  
 
Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in thy well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the 
earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most 
gracious rule; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
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All sit. 
 
The First Reading                                                                                       Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 
As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing 
was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and 
its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence.  A 
thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending 
him.  The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. 
 
As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of 
heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him.  To him was given 
dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is 
one that shall never be destroyed.  
                 

The Word of the Lord.                    Thanks be to God 
 

Remain seated. 
 
The Gradual:  Psalm 93                            Tone V.3 

 
1 The Lord is King; he has put on splendid ap-pa-rel; * 

the Lord has put on his apparel and gird-ed him-self withˆstrength. 
 
2 He has made the whole world so sure * 

that it can-not be moved; 
 
3 Ever since the world began, your throne has been es-tab-lished; * 

you are from ev-er-last-ing. 
 
4 The waters have lifted up, O Lord,  
    the waters have lifted up their voice; * 

the waters have lifted up their pound-ingˆwaves. 
 

5 Mightier than the sound of many waters,  
    mightier than the breakers of the sea, * 

mightier is the Lord who dwells onˆhigh. 
 

6 Your testimonies are very sure, * 
and holiness adorns your house, O Lord,  

    for ever and for ev-ermore. 
 
Remain seated. 
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The Second Reading                                                                                Revelation 1:4b-8
  
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, 
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty.                   
    

The Word of the Lord.                    Thanks be to God 
 
All stand. 
 
The Alleluia 

 
 

 Cantor: His dominion is an everlasting dominion which shall not pass away;  
   and a kingdom which shall not be destroyed.    (Daniel 7:14) 

 
 All repeat:  Alleluia. 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                  John 18:33-37
                                  
 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John. 
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King 
of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about 
me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from 
this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate 
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was 
born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the 
truth listens to my voice.”  
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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The Sermon              Deacon Helene Patterson
                        
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of The People  
   
In our Intercessions for the Church and the world, we pray for Anglican Communion, and 
this week, for the Church of Nigeria. In our Diocese, we remember Jeremiah, our Bishop, 
and the staff of Christ the King Center in Greenwich. 
 
Let us join our prayers with those of our Savior Jesus Christ, seeking the Father’s blessing, 
and the gifts of the Spirit.  

Jesus Christ, our great high priest, living for ever to intercede for us, pray for the Church, 
your broken body in the world. Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  
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Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand of your majesty on high, 
pray for this troubled world and make it subject to your just and gentle rule.  

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.  

Jesus Christ, Son of Man, drawing humanity into the life of God, pray for your brothers 
and sisters in any need, distress or sorrow, and especially at this time for Christopher, and 
Manuel.  

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  

Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, bringing us to glory through your death and 
resurrection, surround with your saints and angels those who have died trusting your 
promises.  

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  

Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 
pray for us who bear witness to your glory and power.  

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.  

Celebrant  Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
 
Celebrant:  Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
 Almighty God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 maker of all things, judge of all men: 
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
 We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past; 
 and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy         
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  please remain in your pew.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at The Offertory #290            From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
       
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Creator of the light 
and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and called us to new life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying,  
 

 

 

 

 
 
All kneel. 
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All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst 
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. 
He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his 
holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this 
is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission 
of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty            
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and 
great glory.  And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and  
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may        
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same  
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father,  who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Fraction  
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                         
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose  property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.  
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The Agnus Dei   from Mass in F       John Stainer (1840-1901)  
 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
Communion is distributed at the high altar.  Please move at the direction of the ushers.   
 

 Choir:   And I Saw Another Angel       C. V. Stanford (1852-1924) 

 
And I saw another angel, ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God; and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, saying, Hurt not the earth 
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their 
foreheads. And lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations 
and kindreds and people, and tongues, stood before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms were in their hands; And cried with 
a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb. Amen. 
 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and 
might be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.  (Revelation 7) 

  
 Hymn: #542 (remain seated)          From the Hymnal 1982 
       
After Communion, all kneel.   
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure 
us thereby of thy favor and  goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  People                Thanks be to God.  
 
The Closing Hymn #397            From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Organ  Chaconne                 Louis Couperin (1626-1661) 
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Notices 
 
Welcome to Bethesda Church!   Thank you for joining us this morning.  If you are 
new to the community and interested in becoming a member of Bethesda, introduce 
yourself to an usher or to the Rector, Fr Wallace.   
 
Sunday School  Bethesda now offers a Sunday School at the 10am service for children 
approx. ages 5-9.  For more information, please contact office@bethesdachurch.org 
 
Thank you to those reading and leading prayers at services today:   
 8am   Bob Bullock                            10 am  Chris Lyons and John Van der Veer 
 
The flowers on the altar and the aumbry candle are given to the glory to Almighty God, 
and in thanksgiving for the life of Ward Arthur Cavanaugh, by his children, Louise, Mark 
and Duncan.  
 
Communion elements in November are given by Lynne Priestley.   
 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments following the 10am service.  Thank you to 
Claire and Tim Wood for hosting today. 
 
Please be advised that there is no 12.10 Communion this Thursday, 28 November.  
Thursday services will resume on 5 December for Advent season. 
 
Victorian Street Walk We are looking for a few volunteers to welcome visitors to the 
church on the evening of Thursday, 5 December from 6pm to 8.30pm.  Please call the 
office if you are willing to assist. 
 
Decorating of the Church  Please join us on Saturday, 14 December, for our annual 
decorating of the church.  We’ll need help hanging wreaths and garland.  Please bring 
work clothes and gloves. 
 
Office Hours The office is closed this week.   
   
Parking  The lot adjacent to the church offers free parking for the first two hours.  You 
will require a credit card to enter and exit the lot which is accessible via Congress Street.  

Special Monthly Envelope  Our November appeal supports the work of the Saratoga 
County Children’s Committee Empty Stocking Project. Each year, the project provides 
over 900 children living in Saratoga County with a wonderful holiday season.  
 
Stewardship  November is traditionally the time we ask you to consider making a pledge 
to support the ministry of Bethesda. Bethesda relies almost entirely on weekly offerings. 
Please think seriously about your contribution to our ongoing work and witness for the 
coming year. Our financial gifts are an important way of giving thanks to God for the 
blessings we have received, and putting our faith into action through the stewardship of 
the resources God has given us. Please return your pledge card to the office in the 
collection plate or by mail.  If you have any questions about your year to date 2024 giving, 
please contact  office@bethesdachurch.org. 
 
LifeWorks Community Action is a non-profit established in 1965 that works to       
alleviate poverty by assisting local families and individuals with a wide range of services.   
Bethesda is currently collecting canned food and personal hygiene products on behalf of 
Lifeworks.  Items may be left in the box by the side door entrance of the church.  
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Christmas Flowers, Greens, Wreaths and Trees 

 
This Christmas season offers an opportunity not only to purchase flowers for the 
Altar, but to sponsor other decorations that adorn our church at this special 
time of year.  If you would like to contribute, please complete this form and    
return it to the church office. You can place your completed form in the offering 
plate or mail it to:  
 
    
   Bethesda Church Office  
   178 Elm Street, Suite 5  
   Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 
 
I would like to purchase: 
 
             Poinsettia  for $25 each.      
 
I would like to contribute towards the following: 
 
            Greenery and trees   $______ 

 
 
Given By: ____________________________________________ 
  
In Honor of: __________________________________________ 
  
In Memory of: _________________________________________ 
  
 

 
Please return form to the church office before 10 December. 
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Advent & Christmas at Bethesda 
 
 Sunday, 1 December:   Advent Sunday 
     8am  Holy Communion  
     10am  Sung Eucharist  
 
 Thursday, 5 December  12.10pm Holy Communion    
 
  
 Sunday, 8 December:   Advent II 
     8am  Holy Communion  
     10am  Sung Eucharist  
  
 Thursday, 12 December 12.10pm Holy Communion    
 
     
 Sunday, 15 December:   Advent III 
     8am  Holy Communion  
     10am  Pageant and Sung Eucharist  
 
 Thursday, 19 December 12.10pm Holy Communion 
 
     
 Sunday, 22 December:   Advent IV   
     8am  Holy Communion  
     10am  Lessons and Carols  
     4pm Christmas Jazz with Chuck Lamb, piano 
  
 
 Christmas Eve  4pm Sung Eucharist 
     10pm Procession and Sung Eucharist 
 
    Christmas Day  9am  Holy Communion (said) 
 
  
 Sunday, 29 December:   The Sunday after Christmas   
     9am Holy Communion (said) 
  
 


