
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

The Twenty-sixth  Sunday after Pentecost                          17 November 2024 
 
Organ  Meditation from Thaïs       Jules Massenet (1842-1912) 
 
All stand as the choir and minsters enter.   
 
The Entrance Hymn #481                From the Hymnal 1982 
 
At the high altar, the Celebrant says 
 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Gloria in excelsis        Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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Remain standing. 
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit.  
 
Let us pray.  Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them; that, by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Savior Jesus 
Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
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All sit. 
 
The First Reading                                                                                                     Daniel 12.1-3
                   
The Lord spoke to Daniel in a vision and said, “At that time Michael, the great prince, the 
protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never 
occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be 
delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead 
many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”  
  

The Word of the Lord.                    Thanks be to God 
 

Remain seated. 
 
The Gradual:  Psalm 16                Tone I.4 

 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
  I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, my good a-bove all oth-er." 
  

 2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
  upon those who are noble a-mong the peo-ple. 
  

 3 But those who run after oth-er gods * 
  shall have their trou-bles multi-plied. 
  

 4 Their libations of blood I will not of-fer, * 
  nor take the names of their gods up-on my lips. 
  

 5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * 
  it is you who up-hold my lot. 
  

 6 My boundaries enclose a pleas-ant land; * 
  indeed, I have a good-ly herit-age. 
  

 7 I will bless the Lord who gives me coun-sel; * 
  my heart teaches me, night af-ter night. 
  

 8 I have set the Lord always be-fore me; * 
  because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
  

 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit re-joic-es; * 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
  

 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
  nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
  

 11 You will show me the path of life; * 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy,  
  and in your right hand are pleas-ures for ever-more. 
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The Second Reading                                                               Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
                   
Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices 
that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 
sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” and since then has been waiting “until his 
enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected 
for all time those who are sanctified.  
 
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 
his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke 
one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 

The Word of the Lord.                    Thanks be to God 
All stand. 
 
The Alleluia 

 
 Verse: Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord;  Lord, hear my voice.   Ps 130.1
                               
 All repeat:  Alleluia. 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                      Mark 13:1-8
                                 
 Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark.  
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what 
wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these 
great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another, that will not be thrown 
down.” 
 
And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew 
asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be; and what will be the sign when all these 
things are to be accomplished?”  Then Jesus began to say to them, “Take heed that no one 
leads you astray.  Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many 
astray.  And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take 
place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places, there will be famines; this is but the 
beginning of the birth-pangs. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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The Sermon                          
 
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of The People  
   
In our prayers for the Anglican Communion, we remember the Church of the Province of 
South Africa; and in the Albany Diocese, the diocesan staff.   We ask God’s blessing on those 
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week; and those whose year’s mind falls at this 
time. 
 
In peace we pray to you, Lord God.  
 
 For all people in their daily life and work;  
 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for all those who are
 alone.  
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 For this community, our country, and the world;  
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  
 
 For the just and proper use of your creation;  
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  
 
 For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  
 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and needy.  
 
 For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  
 For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth.  
 
 For all bishops, clergy and other ministers;  
 For all who serve God in his Church.  
 
 We pray for our own needs and those of others.   
 We remember Manuel Castillo and Christopher, and those on our hearts and 
 minds at this time.  (A period of silence follows) 
 
 Hear us, Lord.  
 For your mercy is great.  
 
 We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  (A period of silence follows) 
 
 We will exalt you, O God our king;  
 And praise your name for ever and ever.  
 
 We pray for those who have died in the peace of Christ, and for those whose faith is 
 known to you alone, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.   
 (A period of silence follows.) 

 
 Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them;  
 Who put their trust in you. 
 
 Celebrant:  O Lord God of time and eternity, who makes us creatures of time, that 
 when time is over, we may attain your blessed eternity:  with your gift of time, 
 give us also wisdom to redeem it, so our day of grace is not lost; for our Lord Jesus 
 Christ’s sake.  Amen. 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
 
 Celebrant:  Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
 Almighty God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 maker of all things, judge of all men: 
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
 We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
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 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past; 
 and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy         
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
  
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  please remain in your pew.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at The Offertory #483                        From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
       
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
evermore praising thee and saying,  
 
The Sanctus and Benedictus     Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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All kneel. 
       
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and 
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did 
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this 
is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission 
of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty            
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and 
great glory.  And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and  
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may        
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same  
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father,  who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Fraction  
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                         
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose  property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.  
 
The Agnus Dei  from the “Collegium Regale Service”          Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
Communion is distributed at the high altar.  Please move at the direction of the ushers.   
 
 Choir:   From the End of the Earth            Alan Hovhaness (1911-2000) 
 
 Hear my cry, O God.  From the end of the earth will I cry unto Thee, when 
 my heart is overwhelmed; lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
 For Thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy. 
 I will trust in the covert of Thy wings.  Alleluia.    (Ps 61: 1-4) 
 
 Hymn: #635 (remain seated)          From the Hymnal 1982 
       
After Communion, all kneel.   
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Let us pray.   Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure 
us thereby of thy favor and  goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting 
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
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The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  People                Thanks be to God.  
 
The Closing Hymn #482             From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Organ  Postlude               William Mathias (1934-1992) 
 
 

Parish Notices 
 

Welcome to Bethesda Church.  Thank you for joining us this morning.  If you are new 
to the community and interested in becoming a member of Bethesda, introduce yourself to 
an usher.  Complete the form on the back page of this bulletin for more information about 
the parish. 
 
Communion elements in November are given by Lynne Priestley.   
 
Thank you to those reading and leading prayers at services today:   
 8am   Lynne Priestley             10 am  Genna Henderson and Tom Remington. 
 
Sunday School  Bethesda now offers a Sunday School at the 10am service for children 
approx. ages 5-9.  For more information, please contact office@bethesdachurch.org 
 
Please join us for coffee and refreshments following the 10am service.  Thank you to 
Marcia MacDonald and Sara Manny for hosting today. 
 
Members of the Vestry will meet following today’s 10am service. 
 
Bible Study:  Bethesda’s four-week study of the Gospel of Mark meets for its last class 
this Wednesday, 20 November at 3.30pm.  To register:  office@bethesdachurch.org 
 
Holy Communion this Thursday, 21 November,  at 12.10pm.  All welcome.  Be advised 
that there will not be a service on Thursday, 28th November.  
 
Victorian Street Walk We are looking for a few volunteers to welcome visitors to the 
church on the evening of Thursday 5 December from 6pm to 8.30pm.  Please call the office 
if you are willing to assist. 
 
Decorating of the Church  Please join us on Saturday morning, 14 December, for our 
annual decorating of the church.  We’ll need help hanging wreaths and garland.  Please 
bring work clothes and gloves. 
 
Stewardship  November is traditionally the time we ask you to consider making a pledge 
to support the ministry of Bethesda. Bethesda relies almost entirely on weekly offerings. 
Please think seriously about your contribution to our ongoing work and witness for the 
coming year. Our financial gifts are an important way of giving thanks to God for the 
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blessings we have received, and putting our faith into action through the stewardship of the 
resources God has given us. Please collect your envelope at the back of the Church and 
return it to the office in the collection plate or by mail.  If you have any questions about 
your year to date 2024 giving, please contact the church office: office@bethesdachurch.org. 
 
Office Hours The office is open Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10.00-noon.   
   
Parking  The lot adjacent to the church offers free parking for the first two hours.  You will 
require a credit card to enter and exit the lot which is accessible via Congress Street.  

Special Monthly Envelope  Our special monthly appeal in November supports the 
work of the Saratoga County Children’s Committee Empty Stocking Project. The Empty 
Stocking Project is the largest and most widely recognized program of the Saratoga County 
Children’s Committee. Their mission is to embody the holiday spirit by helping to provide 
families in need with a joyous holiday. Each year, they are able to provide over 900 children 
living in Saratoga County with a wonderful holiday season.  

 
*** 

 
October 2024 Year to Date Financial Performance is included below.   We are 
running a deficit, but this deficit is lower than in recent years and less than planned in the 
budget.   This lower deficit is due to slightly lower expenses than planned, and higher giving  
earlier this year. 
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Christmas Flowers, Greens, Wreaths and Trees 
 

This Christmas season offers an opportunity not only to purchase flowers for the 
Altar, but to sponsor other decorations that adorn our church at this special 
time of year.  If you would like to contribute, please complete this form and    
return it to the church office. You can place your completed form in the offering 
plate or mail it to:  
    
   Bethesda Church Office  
   178 Elm Street, Suite 5  
   Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 
 
I would like to purchase: 
 
             Poinsettia  for $25 each.      
 
 
I would like to contribute towards the following: 
 
            Greenery and trees   $______ 

 
 
Given By: ____________________________________________ 
  
In Honor of: __________________________________________ 
  
In Memory of: _________________________________________ 
  
 

 
Please return form to the church office before 10 December. 


