
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost                             8 September 2024 
 
Organ  Cantabile in F Major           Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911)  
 
All stand as the minsters enter.   
 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Opening Hymn #1                From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray.  Grant us, O Lord, we pray thee, to trust in thee with all our heart; seeing that, 
as thou dost alway resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so thou dost not 
forsake those  who make their boast of thy mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
All sit. 
 
The Reading                                                                                           James 2:1-10, 14-17
                   
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your 
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the 
one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor 
you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. 
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 
that he has promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme 
the excellent name that was invoked over you? You do well if you really fulfill the royal law 
according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show 
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps 
the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily 
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

The Word of the Lord.                    Thanks be to God. 
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All stand. 
 
The Alleluia 
   

 
 
 After the verse, all repeat:  Alleluia. 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                     Mark 7:24-37
                                 
 
 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark.  
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed 
down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him 
to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is 
not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, 
even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying 
that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside 
in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched 
his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, 
“Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he 
spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the 
more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has 
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon                          
 
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of The People     
 
In our prayers for the Anglican Communion, we remember the Church of the Province of 
Myanmar; and in the Albany Diocese, the ministry of our bishop, Jeremiah Williamson.  
We ask God’s blessing on those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week; and 
those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord saying, Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of 
all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our country, for Joseph, our President, and for good government in our land, let us 
pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city of Saratoga Springs, for every city and community, and for those who live in 
them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel at this time, and for their safety, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 
mercy. 
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For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Celebrant:  Draw your Church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, 
together following our Lord Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving him in his 
mission to the world, and together witnessing to his love on every continent and island; we 
ask this in his name and for his sake.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
 Almighty God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 maker of all things, judge of all men: 
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
 We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past; 
 and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy         
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  please remain in your pew.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at The Offertory #390            From the Hymnal 1982 
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Remain standing. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
       
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Creator of the light 
and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying,  

 

 

 

 
 
All kneel. 
       
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst 
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son   Jesus 
Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our     
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did       
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my 
Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. 
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 
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Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty            
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and 
great glory.  And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and  
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may        
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same  
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
Our Father 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Fraction  
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                         
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose  property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.  
 
The Agnus Dei                      Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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Communion is distributed at the chancel step.   
 
 Organ  Choral in G Major             Guilmant  
       
After Communion, all kneel.   
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most       
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure 
us thereby of thy favor and  goodness towards us; and that we are very     
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting      
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with 
thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
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The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  People                Thanks be to God.  
 
The Closing Hymn #538            From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Organ  Grand Chorus in March Form          Guilmant  
 

Notices 
 
Welcome to the Reverend Helene Patterson, our preacher this morning.  Helene will 
be with us once a month serving as our parish deacon.  Thank you to those reading and 
leading prayers at services today:  8am   Mary Withington; and at  10 am  Rick Wissler and 
Tom Remington. 
 
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Suzie O’Cain by 
her husband, Dr Lynwood O’Cain. 
 
The fall Choir season resumes next Sunday, 15 September.  As we eagerly await their 
return, consider adding your voice to our songs of joyful praise each week.  Contact 
Kathleen:  choir.bethesdachurch@gmail.com 
 
Church Cleaning We are looking for willing and able volunteers to assist with tidying 
and cleaning the church on Saturday morning, 21 September.  We will begin promptly at 
9am and conclude no later than 11am.  If you have an hour or two  to spare, we would be 
grateful for your help! 

Our outdoor service and BBQ will be held on Sunday 29 September, beginning at 
11am.  Anyone wishing to attend needs to email the office:  office@bethesdachurch.org 

Midweek Communion Beginning 3 October, there will be a service of Holy 
Communion on Thursdays at 12.10pm at the high altar.  All welcome. 

Special Monthly Envelope Our appeal in September supports the work of Habitat for 
Humanity.  Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit organization that helps people build,   
repair and improve homes and neighborhoods, particularly in urban areas, by working 
with communities to address their housing needs. It also works closely with local agencies 
to respond quickly to communities affected by natural disasters. Thank you for your           
generosity.  
 
Baptism, Confirmation and Reception Instruction   Anyone interested in being 
baptised, confirmed or received into the Anglican Communion, should be in touch with   
Fr Wallace at office@bethesdachurch.org.   
 
Parking  The lot adjacent to the church offers free parking for the first two hours.  You 
will require a credit card to enter and exit the lot which is accessible via Congress Street.  
 
Office Hours The office is currently open on Tuesdays from 10.00-11.30am.   

mailto:choir.bethesdachurch@gmail.com

