
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

St Mary Magdalene                                             21 July 2024 
 
Organ  Andante Cantabile              Charles M. Widor (1844-1937) 
 
All stand as the minsters enter.  At the high altar, the Celebrant says 
 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Opening Hymn #493                From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, whose blessed Son did sanctify Mary Magdalene, and call her to 
be a witness to his resurrection: Mercifully grant that, by thy grace, we may be healed of all 
our infirmities, and always serve thee in the power of his endless life; who with thee and the 
Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
All sit. 
 

The Reading                                                                                                2 Corinthians 5.14-18 

The love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore 
all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, 
but for him who died and was raised for them. 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has 
given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
 
 The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
 The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
All stand. 
 
The Gradual Hymn #707            From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
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The Holy Gospel                                                                                             John 20. 1,11-18
                                  
 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John.  
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed.  She stood weeping outside the tomb. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he 
had said these things to her.  
 
 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon           Fr Wallace 
 
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
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And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of The People     
 
In our prayers today, we remember the Anglican Church in Japan; and in the Albany 
Diocese, our bishop, Jeremiah, and the Cathedral of All Saints, Albany.    
 
We ask God’s blessing on those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week; and 
those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the unity of the Church in witness and in proclamation of the Gospel; let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace and stability of all peoples, for good government in our land and for the 
leaders of the nations; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For places of work, education and leisure; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For a blessing on our homes; for our familes and friends, and all whom we love; let us pray 
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the sick and suffering, and all who minister to their needs; let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God; 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer 
 
Almighty God, giver of strength and joy:  Change, we beseech thee, our bondage into 
liberty, and the poverty of our nature into the riches of thy grace; that, by the 
transformation of our lives, thy glory may be revealed; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Confession and Absolution 
 
 Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
 Almighty God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 maker of all things, judge of all men: 
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
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 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
 We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past; 
 and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy         
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  please remain in your pew.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at The Offertory #204            From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
       
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
evermore praising thee and saying, 
 
The Sanctus and Benedictus      Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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All kneel. 
       
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou of thy tender mercy, 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 
who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in 
his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death 
and sacrifice, until his coming again.  
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me. " Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft 
as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. " 
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before 
thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial 
thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and   
precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most 
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and 
creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his 
most blessed Body and Blood. 
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, 
may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all 
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most   
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly   
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.  



 

6 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, 
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, 
but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end.  Amen 
 
Our Father 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father,  who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Fraction  
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                         
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose  property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.  
 
The Agnus Dei          Healey Willan (1880-1968) 

 

 

 

 



 

7 

 

 

 
 
Communion is distributed at the chancel step.   
 
 Music: Air                J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
      
After Communion, all kneel.   
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most       
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure 
us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very     
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting      
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with 
thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 People                Thanks be to God.  
 
The Closing Hymn #544             From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Organ  Tuba Tune               Christopher Tambling (1964-12015) 
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Notices 
 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God, and in loving memory of Ralph 
Federiconi, by  his children, William and Katherine. 
 
Thank you to those reading and leading prayers at services today:   
 8am    Lynne Priestley       10 am Daniel Beach and Joyce Cole 
 
Please join us for lemonade and cookies following the 10am service.  Thank you to 
Kathleen and Mark Anspach for hosting.  
 
Thank you to Carl Hackert for playing the organ for us while Derek is away.   
 
Please pick up your mid-year contribution statement in the back of the church. 
 
Special Monthly Envelope  Donations to our July appeal support the Race Track   
Chaplaincy. Founded in 1971, the Chaplaincy provides vital ministry to backstretch    
workers and their families by offering food and clothing; legal, medical and clerical         
assistance; as well as educational support and enrichment to families who could not 
otherwise afford these services.   
 
Summer Music Series  Next Sunday, we begin the second half of Bethesda’s Summer 
Music Series, when we welcome the following artists to our 10am service: 
 
 July 28    Edda Roemelt, soprano  
 August 4  Michael and Stephani Emery, violin and viola  
 August 11  Musicians of Ma’alwyck - 
   Ann-Marie Barker Schwartz, violinist &  Sten Isachsen, guitarist  
 August 18   Carla Fisk, soprano  
 August 25   Harry G. Pellegrin, classical guitarist 
 
Concert Bethesda hosts a performance of classical music for cello, piano and voice on 
Monday 12 August at 7.30pm.  The musicians are recent graduates of American 
University, Washington, DC.  Admission by freewill offering. 
 
Baptism, Confirmation and Reception Instruction   Anyone interested in being 
baptised, confirmed or received into the Anglican Communion, should be in touch with   
Fr Wallace at office@bethesdachurch.org.  Confirmation classes will begin in the autumn. 
 
Parking  The lot adjacent to the church offers free parking for the first two hours.  You 
will require a credit card to enter and exit the lot which is accessible via Congress Street.  
 
Summer Office Hours The office is open Tuesdays from 10.30-11.30am.   

 
 

Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 
178 Elm Street, Suite 5 

Saratoga Springs NY 12866 
 

Office Telephone:  (518) 584-5980 
Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 

Website: bethesdachurch.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

 


