
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost                                                8 October 2023 
 
Prelude                  Arioso, from Cantata 156    Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  
 
All stand as the minsters enter.   
 
The Opening Hymn #10                      (Tune #531: Melcombe) From the Hymnal 1982 
 
At the high altar, the Celebrant says 
 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Gloria in excelsis          Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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Remain standing. 
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The Collect of The Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to pray, and art 
wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down upon us the abundance of 
thy mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things which we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus 
Christ our Savior; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever . Amen.  
 
All sit. 
 
The Lesson                            Isaiah 5.1-7 
                  
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:  My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it 
to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard.  What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?  When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
 
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 
devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  I will make it a waste; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also 
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  
 
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 
 The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
 The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
All stand. 
 
The Alleluia 
 

 
  
 V:   When Israel came out of Egypt, and the house of Jacob from among the 
  strange people.           (Ps 114:1) 
         
  R:      Alleluia.  
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Remain standing. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                      Matthew 21.33-46
                                  
 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.  
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put 
a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 
to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let 
us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard 
to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 
 
 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon            
                     
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
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who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of The People     
 
In our prayers for the Anglican Communion, we remember the Episcopal Church in 
Jerusalem and the Middle East; and in the Albany Diocese, our Bishop-elect, Jeremiah 
Williamson and his family.   
 
We ask God’s blessing on those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week; and 
those whose year’s mind falls at this time. 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the unity of the Church in witness and proclamation of the Gospel;  let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace and stability of all peoples, for good government in our land and for the 
leaders of the nations; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For places of work, education and leisure; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For a blessing on our homes; for our family and friends, and all whom we love;   
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the sick and suffering and all who minister to their needs;  let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,  to the mercy and protection of 
God; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Celebrant says a concluding prayer, followed by the invitation to Confession. 
 



 

6 

The people say together 
 
 Almighty God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 maker of all things, judge of all men: 
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
 We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past; 
 and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy         
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  please remain in your pew.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at The Offertory #9                          From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer  
       
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
evermore praising thee and saying,  
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All kneel. 
       
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst 
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our  redemption. 
He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his 
holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my 
Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. 
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty            
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and 
great glory.  And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may 
be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and  
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may        
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same  
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
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Our Father 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Fraction  
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                         
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.  
 
The Agnus Dei   from Missa Sancti Magni                       Sydney Nicholson (1875-1947) 
 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
Communion is distributed at the  chancel step.   
 
At The Communion     Motet: Teach Me, O Lord          Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 
 
    Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the end. 
                          Ps. 119.38 
       
After Communion, all kneel.  All say together 
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that 
thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure 
us thereby of thy favor and  goodness towards us; and that we are very     
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting      
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kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  People                Thanks be to God.  
 
The Closing Hymn #495            From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Organ   Variations on St. George's, Windsor   
 

Today at Bethesda 
 

The flowers on the High Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Gwendolyn Grant Klimpke by Katie Richman. 
 
Readers.  Thank you to those reading and leading prayers at services today:   
  8am Mary Withington 
  10am Judy Aronstamm 
 
Refreshments will be served followed the 10am service.  Thank you to Kathleen and 
Mark Anspach for hosting today. Please join us! 
 
There is no Bible Study this week.  We will resume next Sunday at 9.20am.   
 

Financial Overview*, Year-to-Date August 2023 
 
Through August, our financial position is better than budget, and thanks to higher than 
expected giving during the month of August, our deficit decreased to $3,844. 
 
In Expense, our spending is less than budget by $24,012, driven primarily by lower 
Maintenance costs than planned, and some fees.  We will incur some of these expected 
expenses during the fourth quarter of 2023, and this underrun will most likely be reduced. 
 
In year to date Income, our regular Pledge and Plate giving is slightly over budget, but 
less than our expenses by almost $18,000.   
 
Although this gap is typical, it does mean that we are dependent on generous 4th Quarter 
giving to close the year and to provide cash to cover expenses during the first months of 
next year. 
 
*The Operational view excludes items supported by designated funds (eg. Choir and 
Education programs) and special giving. 
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Notices 

 
Special Monthly Envelope - Donations in October will be directed to the feeding 
ministry team at the Presbyterian – New England Congregational Church which work 
together to provide meals to those in need; and Christ Church Food Pantry, a ministry 
operated by the Episcopal parish in Ballston Spa.  
 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 to noon, and Thursdays from noon to 
3pm. Please call ahead if you are planning to stop by.   
 
Parking.  The lot adjacent to the church offers free parking for the first two hours.  You 
will require a credit card to enter and exit the lot which is accessible via Congress Street.  

Bethesda Book Club meets Thursday 7 December at 5pm to discuss a novel by Irish 
author, Joseph O’Connor, My Father’s House, based on the true story of a priest who 
helped thousands of Jews and Allied prisoners escape from Italy during World War II.  The 
book may be ordered online or from your local independent bookshop.  All welcome but 
please register so we can arrange a suitable venue for our discussion. 

 
Community News and Outreach 

 
LifeWorks needs 200 volunteers willing to drive Thanksgiving baskets to recipients 
the morning of Saturday, November 18th. If you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact LifeWorks at 518-288-3206.  
 
LifeWorks Community Action  is a non-profit established in 1965 that works to      
alleviate poverty by assisting local families and individuals with a wide range of services.   
Bethesda is currently collecting the following items on behalf of LifeWorks: 
  Household cleaning supplies. 
  Foods low in salt, fat & sugar.   Gluten Free foods.  
  Sponges, laundry detergent, dishwasher detergent.  
  Diapers (size 4 & 5), baby wipes, and baby care products: shampoo and soap.  
  Adult personal hygiene products: soap, toothpaste/brushes, shampoo,  razors,  

 shaving cream, deodorant.  
You may leave donated items in the box by the side door entrance of the church. 
 

Diocesan Events 
                        
Evensong at All Saints' Cathedral, Albany next Sunday, 15 October 
 2:30 PM: Organ Recital 
 3:00 PM: Choral Evensong sung by the Cathedral Choir 
The Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham is the annual celebration of the covenant 
relationship between Albany’s two cathedrals: the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
and The Cathedral of All Saints.  
Evensong is traditionally chanted by the choir and clergy. The service includes psalms, 
canticles, readings from Old and New Testaments and appointed hymns.  The service lasts 
approximately 50 minutes.  Evensong is always free and open to the public.  
 
Loaves and Fishes, an emergency feeding program based at St Francis Mission, Clinton 
Avenue, in Albany needs volunteers. The Mission serves lunch and provides basic 
necessities every Saturday morning to some of the most vulnerable members of the 
community. A link to volunteer and information about supporting the Mission financially 
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is available on the website: www.albanyepiscopaldiocese.org/loavesandfishes or telephone 
518.414.2800. 
 
Bible Symposium All Saints’ Cathedral, Albany, will host a special Bible Symposium this 
year on Saturday, 4 November, with British poet, priest, and scholar, Malcolm Guite. His 
talks will be based on his most recent book, David’s Crown: Sounding the Psalms, a 
collection of poems written in response to the Coverdale translation of the Psalms in the 
1662 Book of Common Prayer. The cost is $35 and includes lunch. To purchase tickets 
online, go to www.cathedralofallsaints.org/events/bible-symposium-2023-malcolm-guite 
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Please place this form in the collection plate if you would like us to get in touch with you: 
 
Name(s):  
________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Email address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Home address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Preferred contact method:  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Reason(s): 
 Visitor or new resident 

 Would like more information about the church and/or worship 

 Interested in opportunities to serve 

 Would like to speak with or have a visit from the priest 

 Would like information about pledge envelopes or regular giving to Bethesda 

 Other _________________________________________________________ 

Fr Charles Wallace, Priest in Charge 
 

Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 
 

Website: bethesdachurch.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

 
Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 

178 Elm Street, Suite 5 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866 

(518) 584-5980 


