
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
Church Barbeque 

11.00am Eucharist 
 
 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost                               1 October 2023 
 
 
Opening Hymn All Creatures of our God and King               #400 Hymnal 1982 
  
 All creatures of our God and King, 
 lift up your voices, let us sing: 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Bright burning sun with golden beams, 
 pale silver moon that gently gleams, 
 
  Refrain: 
  O praise him, O praise him, 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 Great rushing winds and breezes soft, 
 you clouds that ride the heavens aloft, 
 O praise him, Alleluia! 
 Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice, 
 stars nightly shining, find a voice:  Refrain 
 
 Dear mother earth, you day by day 
 unfold your blessings on our way, 
 O praise him, Alleluia! 
 All flowers and fruits that in you grow, 
 let them his glory also show:   Refrain 
 
 All you with mercy in your heart, 
 forgiving others, take your part, 
 O sing now: Alleluia! 
 All you that pain and sorrow bear, 
 praise God, and cast on him your care:   Refrain 
 
 Let all things their creator bless, 
 and worship him in humbleness, 
 O praise him, Alleluia! 
 Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 
 and praise the Spirit, Three in One:   Refrain 
  
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
  
 Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
 And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
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All say together: 
 
 Almighty God,  
 to you all hearts are open,  
 all desires known,  
 and from you no secrets are hid:  
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we may perfectly love you,  
 and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s 
commandments, and to live in love and peace with all. 
  
All say together: 
  
 Most merciful God,  
 we confess that we have sinned against you  
 in thought, word, and deed,  
 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
 have mercy on us and forgive us;  
 that we may delight in your will,  
 and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
  
The Celebrant says the Absolution followed by the Collect of the Day. 
  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 
   
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 
pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, 
may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.  
 
All sit. 
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The Readings                     Philippians 2.1-13; Matthew 21.23-32 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
 
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
 
And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 
 
Therefore God also highly exalted him  
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 
 
so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 
and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 
 
 The Word of the Lord.                     
 Thanks be to God. 
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Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying  
 
 The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We 
do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him. 
  
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
   
A homily follows.  Then, all stand for the prayers. 
  
The Prayers of the People  
 
Let us give thanks to God our Father, always and for everything, saying, “We thank 
you, Lord.” 
 
For the beauty and wonder of creation, We thank you, Lord.  
 
For our daily food, for our homes and families and friends, We thank you, 
Lord.  
 
For minds to think and hearts to love, We thank you, Lord.  
 
For health, strength, and skill to work, and for leisure to rest and play, We thank 
you, Lord.  
 
For those who are brave and courageous, patient in suffering and faithful in 
adversity, We thank you, Lord.  
 
For all who pursue peace, justice, and truth, We thank you, Lord.  
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For all the saints of God, whose lives have reflected the light of Christ, giving thanks 
especially today for the life of Liam O’Connell.  We thank you, Lord.  
 
The Celebrant says  
 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being. Guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not 
forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Peace 
  
The Celebrant says to the people  
  
We are the Body of Christ.  In the one spirit, we were all baptized into one body.  
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace, and builds up our common life. 
 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 And also with you.  
  
All may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
The Hymn We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing  #433 Hymnal 1982 
   
  We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
  He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 
  the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
  Sing praises to His name, He forgets not His own. 
 
  Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
  ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 
  so from the beginning the fight we were winning: 
  the Lord was at our side- the glory be Thine! 
 
  We all do extol Thee, Thou leader triumphant, 
  and pray that Thou still our defender wilt be. 
  Let Thy congregation escape tribulation; 
  Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 
 
Remain standing.  
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
  
 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
  



 

6 

The Celebrant continues: 
  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our great 
High Priest; in whom we are built up as living stones of a holy temple, that we 
might offer before you a sacrifice of praise and prayer which is holy and pleasing in 
your sight.  
  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:  
   
 Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
 God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
  
The people may kneel. Then the Celebrant continues  
  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, 
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to  share our human nature, to live 
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all.  He  
stretched  out  his  arms  upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to 
suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This  is  
my  Body,  which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After 
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  which  is  
shed  for  you  and  for  many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
  
 All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
  
The Celebrant continues  
  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant and People say together 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us.  And  lead  us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. The priest 
says 
 
 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
  
The Celebrant says the following Invitation. 
  
 The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 Thanks be to God. 
  
The priest and people receive the Holy Communion. 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
  
 Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God,  
 we thank you for feeding us  
 with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood  
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  
 that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
 and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
 And now, Father,  
 send us out to do the work you have given us to do,  
 to love and serve you  
 as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  
 be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  People                Thanks be to God.  
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The Closing Hymn Now thank we all our God            #397 Hymnal 1982  
   
  Now thank we all our God 
  with heart and hands and voices, 
  who wondrous things has done, 
  in whom his world rejoices; 
  who from our mothers' arms 
  has blessed us on our way 
  with countless gifts of love, 
  and still is ours today. 
   
  O may this bounteous God 
  through all our life be near us, 
  with ever joyful hearts 
  and blessed peace to cheer us, 
  to keep us in his grace, 
  and guide us when perplexed, 
  and free us from all ills 
  of this world in the next. 
   
  All praise and thanks to God 
  the Father now be given, 
  the Son and Spirit blest, 
  who reign in highest heaven 
  the one eternal God, 
  whom heaven and earth adore; 
  for thus it was, is now, 
  and shall be evermore. 
  
  

Notices 
 
Special Monthly Envelope - Donations in October will be directed to the 
feeding ministry team at the Presbyterian – New England Congregational Church 
which work together to provide meals to those in need; and Christ Church Food 
Pantry, a ministry operated by the Episcopal parish in Ballston Spa.  
 
Thank you to our hosts, David and Kimberley MacVane, and to the staff of Fred 
the Butcher, for their warm hospitality and generosity! 

 
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10–noon. Thursdays from noon to 
3pm. Please call ahead if you are planning to stop by.   
 

Fr Charles Wallace, Priest in Charge 
Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 

 
Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 

178 Elm Street, Suite 5 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866 

(518) 584-5980 
 


