
 

  

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter:  Ascension of the Lord             21 May 2023 
 
Prelude     Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier (Blessed Jesus, We Are Here) 
                     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
                                
The Entrance Hymn #460               From the Hymnal 1982 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
 Celebrant  Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
 People   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no         
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
The Gloria in excelsis        Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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Remain standing. 
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph 
unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send to us 
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thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto that same place whither our Savior Christ 
is gone before; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one God, world 
without end.  Amen. 
 
All sit. 
 
The First Lesson            Acts 1:1-11
  
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the             
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented     
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you 
have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will    
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and    
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were 
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
          
    The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
 The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
Remain seated. 
 
Gradual    ‘Ascendit Deus’        Christoph Dalitz (b. 1967)) 
 
 Ascendit Deus in jubilation; Dominus in voce tubae.  Alleluia. 
 God is gone up with a merry noise; the Lord with the sound of the trumpet.   
 Alleluia. 
                                                                                             
The Second Lesson                                                                                      Ephesians 1.15-23
                              
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, 
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the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
 
 The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
 The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
All stand. 
 
The Alleluia 

 
 
 Choir: The Lord is among them as in the holy places of Sinai; he is gone up on 
 high; he hath led captivity captive. 
 
 All repeat:  Alleluia. 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                                                   Luke 24.44-53  
                                  
 Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke.  
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to 
them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am     
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high."  Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up 
his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon             
                                   
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
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    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 
 
The Prayers of The People     
 
In our prayers for the Anglican Communion, we remember the Church of the Province of 
the West Indies; and in the Albany Diocese, the ministry of Loaves and Fishes Soup     
Kitchen, Arbor Hill.  Let us especially remember at this time the family of Melissanne Piper 
whose body was laid to rest yesterday.   
 
We ask God’s blessing on those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week; and 
those whose year’s mind falls at this time.  As the choral year concludes at Bethesda today, 
we give thanks for the ministry of our choir and especially for Kathleen Slezak and Derek 
Stannard. 
 
Let us join our prayers with those of our Savior Jesus Christ, seeking the Father’s blessing, 
and the gifts of the Spirit, saying, Lord, graciously hear us. 

Jesus Christ, our great high priest, living for ever to intercede for us, pray for the Church, 
your broken body in the world. Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  

Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, enthroned at the right hand of your majesty on high, 
pray for this troubled world, and make it subject to your just and gentle rule. Lord, hear us. 
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Lord, graciously hear us.  

Jesus Christ, Son of Man, drawing humanity into the life of God, pray for your brothers 
and sisters in any need, distress or sorrow. Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.  

Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, bringing us to glory through your death and             
resurrection, surround with your saints and angels those who have died trusting your  
promises. Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us.  

Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 
pray for us who bear witness to your glory and power. Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously 
hear us.  

The Celebrant says a concluding prayer, followed by the invitation to Confession. 
 
The people say together 
 
 Almighty God, 
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 maker of all things, judge of all men: 
 We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
 We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
 Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past; 
 and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy         
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace,  please remain in your pew.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
Hymn at The Offertory #483                                                         From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer        
 
  
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through thy dearly 
beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who after his glorious resurrection manifestly           
appeared to his disciples; and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare a place for 
us; that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. Therefore with 
angels and archangels, and with all the company of  heaven, we laud and magnify thy      
glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying,  
 
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit                 Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
All kneel. 
       
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and 
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son   
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our     
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did      
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks 
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to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this 
is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission 
of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these 
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty         
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and 
great glory.  And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they 
may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and  
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may      
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled 
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may 
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
Our Father 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Fraction  
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                         
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Remain kneeling. 
 
The Agnus Dei  from Communion Service in F                          Harold Darke (1888-1976) 
  
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
Communion is distributed at the chancel step.   
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At The Communion   ‘I Will Not Leave You Comfortless’   Everett Titcomb (1884-1968) 
 
 I will not leave you comfortless.  I will come to you yet again. Alleluia. 
 And your heart shall be joyful. Alleluia. 
  
After Communion, all kneel.  All say together 
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us    
thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all    
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting kingdom. 
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast   prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with thee and the   Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great            
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in   
every work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the  
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and      
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
 Celebrant          Alleluia. Go into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
  People                Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 
 
The Closing Hymn #494            From the Hymnal 1982 
 
Voluntary                Fanfare in D                             Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823-1881) 
 

Today at Bethesda 
 
The Flowers on the Altar today are given by Garrie Long in celebration of the May 6th 
wedding of Kory Widiger Long, Garrie’s nephew, and Christina Rose Cervini.   
 
Readers.  Thank you to those reading and leading prayers at services today:   
 8am Mary Withington 
 10am Genna Henderson & Darren Miller 
 
Bible Study. Today at 9.20am, we continue our weekly study of the Old Testament. This 
course is led by Dr Blaine Edele. All welcome and no registration required.  
 
Coffee will be served after today’s 10am service.  If you are able to host an upcoming 
Coffee Hour, please sign up using the sheet in the Narthex. 
 
Our ‘choral year’ concludes after services today.  We are grateful to those who offer their 
musical talents to the glory of God, and wish Dr Slezak, Derek Stannard and members of 
our choir a safe and happy summer holiday.  The choir returns in the autumn.  We will 
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continue to schedule special music at the 10am service during the summer Sundays and 
look forward to sharing more information in due course. 
 
Flowers and Communion Elements  If you would like to contribute flowers for the 
altar or eucharistic elements (bread and wine) as a memorial, or in thanksgiving for a 
birthday or anniversary, please contact the office. 

Special Monthly Envelope  Funds raised in May's special envelope will be directed to 
the Beaver Cross Camp Scholarship Fund.  Beaver Cross, our diocesan camp in           
Greenwich, NY, seeks to make its summer programs available to every eligible child who 
wishes to participate in its activities, regardless of a family’s financial circumstances.  Each 
year, funds are raised to meet the growing need for scholarships.  Please support this     
enriching  experience for children.    
 
Parking.  The lot adjacent to the church offers free parking for the first two hours.  You 
will require a credit card to enter and exit the lot which is accessible via Congress Street. 

Summer 2023 Music Series  Bethesda will host special musical guests during the 
10am services this summer; we look forward to these visitors: 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 28 Ann-Marie Barker Schwartz, violinist,  Norman Thibodeau,        
flautist  - Musicians of Ma’alwyck  

June 4 Vocal Quartet - Elizabeth Sterling, Karen Becker, Derek Stannard, 
Tony Galloro  

June 11 Jean Leonard, soprano  

June 18 Carla Fisk, soprano  

June 25 Elizabeth Huntley, harpist  

July 2 Harry G. Pellegrin, classical guitarist  

July 9 Bob Moore, saxophonist   

July 16 Ann Marie Adamick, mezzo soprano  

July 23 Edda Roemelt, soprano  

August 6 Elizabeth Sterling, soprano  

August 13 Valerie Lord, mezzo soprano  

August 20 Michael and Stephani Emery, violinist and violist   

August 27 Karen Becker, pianist  
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‘The Ascension’ by Albrecht Dürer (German, Nuremberg 1471–1528)  
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Please place this form in the collection plate if you would like us to get in touch with you: 
 
Name(s):  
________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Email address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Home address:  
________________________________________________________________ 
Preferred contact method:  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Reason(s): 
 Visitor or new resident 

 Would like more information about the church and/or worship 

 Interested in opportunities to serve 

 Would like to speak with or have a visit from the priest 

 Other _________________________________________________________ 

Fr Charles Wallace, Priest in Charge 
 

Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 
 

Website: bethesdachurch.org 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

 
Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 

178 Elm Street, Suite 5 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866 

(518) 584-5980 


