Bethesda Episcopal Church

Christmas Day

Holy Communion at 9:00a.m.



The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Alleluia. Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given.
People O Come, let us adore him. Alleluia.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria in Excelsis

Glory be to God on high, .
and on earth peace, good will towards men.

We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee,
we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great laglory, .
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.

For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ,
with the leﬁr Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of The Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him and as at
this time to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, being regenerate and made thy children by
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus
Ch(Ii'lst, who liveth and Treigneth with thee and the same Spirit ever, one God, world without
end. Amen.

All sit.
The Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon_ the mountains are the feet of the me_ssenggr who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." Listen! Your
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of
the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, Tyou ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before
the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

The Lector concludes  The Word of the Lord
The People respond Thanks be to God



All stand.

The Holy Gospel John 1:1-14
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John
People Glory be to thee, O Lord

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made b%/ him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the ll%ht of all people.
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all might believe through him. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear wit-
ness of that Light. That was the true Light, which h%)htet_h everyone that cometh into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as man%as received him, to them
%\e}vg he power to become the children of God, even to them that believe on his name:

hich were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

The Gosgel of the Lord.

People Praise be to thee, O Christ.
All stand.
The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God;
begotten, not made;
being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried:
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;



and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All kneel.
The Prayers of the People
In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, saying, Lord, grant us peace.

By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel, hear us, O Lord. Lord,
grant us peace.

By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. Lord, grant us peace.
By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord. Lord, grant us peace.

By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord.
Lord, grant us peace.

By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O
Lord. Lord, grant us peace.

By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O Lord. Lord, grant us
peace.

Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ; hear us, O Lord. Lord, grant us peace.

The Celebrant says a concluding prayer.

Grant us, O God, such love and wonder, that with humble shepherds, wise men and
pilgrims unknown, we too may come and adore the Christ-child, our heavenly King, with
our gifts of worship and service; through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Remain kneeling. The Celebrant invites the people to make their confession, saying,

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with
your nei%hbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and
walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble
confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.

Almighty God )

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

maker of all things, judge of all men: . .

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness,

which we from time to time most grievously have committed,

by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty,

e\l;ovokmg most justly thy wrath and indignation against us.
e do earnestly repent, L.

and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings;

the remembrance of them is grievous unto us,

the burden of them is intolerable.

Have mercy upon us, .

have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;



for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake,
forgive us all that is past;

and grant that we may ever hereafter.
serve and please thee in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of thy Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant says the Absolution followed by the Comfortable Words.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of
sins to'all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have merc
upon you, pardon and deliver You. from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in a
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All stand.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.
All stand.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst
give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children. Therefore
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:

Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

All kneel.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou of thy tender mercy,
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death I%Fon the cross for our redemption;
who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and
in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death
and sacrifice, until his coming again.



For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for
ou. Do this in remembrance of me. "Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he
ad given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye alilpof this; for this is my Blood of the
New Testament, which is shed for you an(§ for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as
oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. "

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before

thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial

thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and

Erecious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most
earty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and of thy almighty good-
ness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and
creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus
Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his
most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of
raise and thanksgiviné' most humbly beseechinghthee to grant that b})lf the merits and
eath of thy Son Jesus hrist, and through faith in his blood, we, and all t y whole Church,

may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, hol{, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most pre-
cious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled wit thy grace and heavenly bene-
diction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice,
et we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits,
ut pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in

the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world

without end. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kinﬁ()iom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temlptatlon,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of The Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Prayer of Humble Access  Said by all

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same
Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us _therefore, gracious
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Agnus Dei

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

Communion is received at the chancel step.
After Communion, all kneel.

The Post Communion Prayer said by the Celebrant

Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost
feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious
Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby
of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.
And we humbiy beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with th
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such goo
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to :IVIX;?:, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without
end. en.

The Blessing and Dismissal

The peace of God, which (f)asseth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you
always. Amen.

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the ministers depart.



Stalingrad Madonna by Kurt Reuber; Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church, Berlin, Germany



