
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  GAUDETE                                11 December 2022 

 
8:00 am - Holy Communion 

 
10:00 am - Sung Eucharist and Sermon 

 
Prelude          Meditation on 'Veni Emmanuel'       H. Hopson (b. 1933) 
 
All stand as the Choir and Clergy enter. 
              
The Entrance Hymn  

 Come, Thou Redeemer of the earth, 
 And manifest Thy virgin-birth: 
 Let every age adoring fall; 
 Such birth befits the God of all.   

 Begotten of no human will, 
 But of the Spirit, Thou art still 
 The Word of God in flesh arrayed, 
 The promised Fruit to us displayed.  

 From God the Father He proceeds, 
 To God the Father back He speeds; 
 His course He runs to death and hell, 
 Returning on God’s throne to dwell.   

 O equal to the Father, Thou! 
 Gird on Thy fleshly mantle now; 
 The weakness of our mortal state 
 With deathless might invigorate.  

 Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
 And darkness breathe a newer light, 
 Where endless faith shall shine serene, 
 And twilight never intervene.   

 All laud, eternal Son, to Thee 
 Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
 Whom, with the Father, we adore, 
 And Holy Ghost, forevermore.  

  Text:  St Ambrose of Milan, 4th c.  Tune:  Puer nobis nascitur, Hymnal #193 
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Remain standing as the Celebrant lights the candle for the Third Sunday of Advent.    
 
   Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
A reading from the Book of the prophet, Isaiah.  
  
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spir-
it. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  (61.1-3) 
   
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 All:   And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we 
may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 
All sit. 
 
  
The First Lesson                    Isaiah 35.1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 
it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to 
it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
"Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible                     
recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy 
Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, 
shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and     
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.   
 
 The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.      
 The people respond  Thanks be to God.     
  
All stand. 
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The Alleluia          
 
  The Choir intones:      Alleluia. 
 
          All Respond:  

 Choir: Stir up thy strength, O Lord; and come and help us.  (Ps 80:2) 
 
 All repeat:  Alleluia (as above) 
 
The Holy Gospel              Matthew 11:2-11 
                              
   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew. 
 People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus answered them, "Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me."   
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.     
     
   The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
 
All sit. 
 
The Sermon           Fr Charles Wallace
           
All stand. 
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all. 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
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   being of one substance with the Father;  
by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
All kneel. 

 
The Prayers of The People     
 
In our Intercessions for the Church and the world this week, we remember the Episcopal Province 
of Jerusalem and the Middle East. In our parish community, we pray at this time for Millie     
Meeker, Audrey Ball, Bruce Solenski, Bob Kearney, Paul Evans, Doug Huston, Stuart Armstrong 
and Bruce McMorris. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, 
and those whose year’s mind falls at this time.   
 
The Kingdom of God is upon us. Let us put away the works of darkness and be clothed in the      
brilliance of God’s light, as we offer our prayers responding to each petition by saying, “Come, Lord 
Jesus.”   
  
Come between the warring nations of the world, enter the chambers of government and the hearts 
of our leaders, and bring the peace that passes all understanding; for this we pray:   
Come, Lord Jesus.   
  
Come to those who are alone, who suffer from the pain of hunger and grief, and who live with     
illness, anxiety and fear, and invite them into the glorious fellowship of the blessed Trinity; for this 
we pray:  
Come, Lord Jesus.   
  
Come, spare us from our deceit and selfishness, from our attachment to the false idols of our age, 
from our excuses for not living the gospel, and awaken us to your hope that we may keep watch for 
your appearing; for this we pray:  
Come, Lord Jesus.   
  
Come in the Eucharistic Meal, that strengthened by your Body and Blood, we may proclaim your 
kingdom in our daily lives; for this we pray:  
Come, Lord Jesus.   
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Come and open wide the gate of heaven, that the faithful departed may find themselves in the 
arms of your mercy; for this we pray:   
Come, Lord Jesus.   
 
The Celebrant concludes with a Collect. 
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession. 
 
All say 
 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Absolution   Said by the Celebrant 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 
all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy  upon you, pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
 
All stand.  At the exchange of the Peace, please remain in your pew.  
 
The Peace   
 
 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And with thy spirit.  
 
At The Offertory:   Hymn #76                        From The Hymnal 1982 
 
Remain standing. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
      
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 
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The Celebrant continues 
 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God; because thou didst send thy  
beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame 
or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying, 
 
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all, standing 
 

 

 

 

 
 
All kneel. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer                                     
 
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make 
us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to    
continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New           
Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall 
drink it, in remembrance of me." 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy 
gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious       
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ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.  And we most humbly 
beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and 
sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-
beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and           
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. 
Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;  

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
 
 Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                          
 People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as 
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose        
property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 
flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 
Agnus Dei   from Missa Brevis "Rorate Coeli"              Franz Josef Haydn (1732-1809) 
 
 Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
 Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, donna nobis pacem. 
 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us 
 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
Communion is distributed at the chancel step. 
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At The Communion            E'en So, Lord Jesus                     Paul Manz (1919-2009) 
 
 Peace be to you and grace from him 
 Who freed us from our sins. 
 Who loved us all and shed his blood 
 That we might saved be. 
 Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, 
 The Lord, Almighty God 
 Who was, and is, and is to come. 
 Sing Holy, Holy Lord! 
 Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within. 
 Rejoice on earth, ye saints below. 
 For Christ is coming, is coming soon. 
 For Christ is coming soon. 
 E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
 And night shall be no more. 
 They need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, 
 For Christ will be their All.     Text: para. Rev 22 by Ruth Manz    
 
After Communion, all kneel. 
      
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all 
 
Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed 
us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor 
and    goodness  towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the     
mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also 
heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy   
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the     
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.                  
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn:  #71            From The Hymnal 1982 
 
All remain standing as the ministers depart. 
 
Organ     "Sleepers, Wake!  A Voice Astounds Us”       arr. Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) 
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Parish and Community News  
 

 
Christmas Decorating Thank you to all who helped decorate the church yesterday, and to all 
who donated towards the cost of poinsettias and greenery. 
 
Thursdays in Advent There will be a mid-week service of Holy Communion this Thursday, 15th 
December at 12.05.  All welcome.  
 
Bethesda Christmas Pageant  Please mark your calendars: the Christmas pageant rehearsal 
will be on Saturday December 17th at 9:30 am and the pageant will be presented during the 10am  
service on Sunday, December 18th.   
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study.  Classes resume on 8 January 2023.  
 
With the return of the cold weather, contributions to the Special Monthly Envelope in Decem-
ber will assist the church with the rising cost of fuel as well as necessary upgrades to our aging 
heating-air conditioning system scheduled to commence in early 2023.  Thank you for your assis-
tance and generosity.    

Bethesda parishioners are cordially invited to the annual performance of The Boar’s Head & 
Yule Log Pageant at 7:30 P.M. on Thursday, December 15th. at the Hoosac School.  Founded in 
1889 by the Reverend Dr Edward Dudley Tibbits. Hoosac is an Episcopal School, located at 14 
Pine Valley Road, off routes NY 7 and US 22 in  Hoosick, N Y.   For further information and/or to 
RSVP (required) please call 518-686-7331. 
 
Office Closing: Please be advised that the parish office on Elm Street will be closed the week of 
25 December.  However, mail will be  collected and voicemail checked during the week. 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE Our financial forecast for the end of this year indicates that Bethesda will 
have an Operational deficit of approximately $15,000. If you are able to help us by making an           
additional gift before the end of the year, we would be most grateful.  Thank you for your concern, 
consideration and support. 
 
Annual Pledging in 2023.  Your financial support is vital to the ministry of Bethesda Church.  
To date, we have received 33 pledges for 2023, totaling $125,764. If you have not yet done so, 
please consider making a pledge for the coming year.  Cards are also available on the table at the 
back of the church.  You may leave your  completed card in the collection plate. 
 
LifeWorks Community Action requests your assistance in providing the following items: 
  Household cleaning supplies. 
  Foods low in salt, fat & sugar.   Gluten Free foods.  
  Sponges, laundry detergent, dishwasher detergent.  
  Diapers (size 4 & 5), baby wipes, and baby care products: shampoo and soap.  
  Adult personal hygiene products: soap, toothpaste/brushes, shampoo,  razors,   

 shaving cream, deodorant.  
Fresh vegetables and other perishable food items (eggs, milk, butter) can be brought directly to the 
food pantry, Monday - Friday from 9am to 4pm.  Lifeworks is located at 39 Bath St., Ballston Spa.   
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The parishioners of Christ Church, Ballston Spa welcome friends and neighbors to  
The 29th Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols from Celtic, American,  

and Shape Note Traditions.   
 

Featuring Musicians John Kirk and Trish Miller. 
 
 

TODAY at 4:00 pm  
 

TOMORROW Monday, 12 December at 7:30 pm  
 
 

Christ Church is located at the corner of Routes 50 and 67, in Ballston Spa. 
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Upcoming Advent & Christmas Services at Bethesda 
 
   
   Thursday, 15 December 12.05pm Holy Communion 
 
   Sunday, 18 December 8am  Holy Communion &10am Sung Eucharist (Pageant) 
 
   Thursday, 22 December 12.05pm Holy Communion 
 
   Saturday, 24 December 4pm Sung Eucharist 
    10pm Procession and Sung Eucharist 
 
   Sunday, 25 December 9am  Holy Communion (said service) 
 
   Sunday, 1 January 2023 9am Holy Communion (said service) 
 
   Sunday, 8 January  8am  Holy Communion & 10am Sung Eucharist 
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Fr Charles Wallace, Priest-in-Charge 
 

Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 
Website: bethesdachurch.org 

 
Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 

178 Elm Street, Suite 5 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866 

(518) 584-5980 


