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Prelude                               Prelude on Llanfair                arr. H. Hopson (b. 1933) 
 
All stand at the procession and sing, 
 
Hymn  207 

Easter Acclamation and Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Let us pray. O God, who for our redemption didst give thine only-begotten Son to the death of 
the cross, and by his glorious resurrection hast delivered us from the power of  our enemy: 
Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his                     
resurrection; through  the same thy Son Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth  with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The  Lesson                                                   Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to the gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John    
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to  appear, not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. He  commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."  
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
  
All stand if able. 
 
Hymn  208 
 
        Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
1. The strife is o'er, the battle done, 

the victory of life is won; 
the song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia! 

 
 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
  our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

 
3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

2   Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
  unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
  who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
  sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 
4   Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

 praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 
 praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 
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2.   The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions hath dispersed: 
let shout of holy joy outburst. 
Alleluia! 

 
3.   The three sad days are quickly sped, 

he rises glorious from the dead: 
all glory to our risen Head! 
Alleluia! 

 
4.   He closed the yawning gates of hell, 

the bars from heaven's high portals fell; 
let hymns of praise his triumphs tell! 
Alleluia! 

 
5. Lord! by the stripes which wounded thee, 

from death's dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live and sing to thee. 

       Alleluia!  
       Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Holy Gospel                                                                   John 20:1-18 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other         
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other             
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other           
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did 
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one 
at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She 
said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you   looking 
for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not 
hold on to me,    because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say 
to them, `I am  ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary 
Magdalene went and  announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her. 

  Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
  People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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The Sermon                               Fr Wallace  
 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing if you are able. 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
As we celebrate the good news of Christ’s Resurrection, let us pray that the power of his risen 
life may be known throughout the world.  We continue to pray for a peaceful end to the war in 
Ukraine, and for those working to bring relief and comfort to lives shattered by violence and 
oppression. 
 
In our prayers for the Anglican Communion, we remember the Church in Pakistan; and in the 
Albany Diocese, the ministry of All Saints’ Cathedral.   
 
We ask God’s blessing on those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week; and we          
remember those who have died recently, and those whose year’s mind falls at this time; that 
they may rest in the peace of Christ and be raised with him in glory. 
 
In joy and hope, let us pray to the Father: 
 
That our risen Savior may fill us with the joy of his glorious and life-giving resurrection, we 
pray to the Father: 
Hear our prayer. 
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That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter, we 
pray to the Father: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
That he may provide for those who lack food, work, or shelter, we pray to the Father:  
Hear our prayer. 
 
That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world, we pray to the Father: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak, and the dying, to comfort 
and strengthen them, especially at this time,  Sharon, Bruce, Jerilyn, Monica, Jered, Jules, 
Tammy, John, Lisa and Jan, we pray to the Father: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
That, according to his promises, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection may be 
raised on the last day, we pray to the Father: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people, so that we may bear faithful       
witness to his resurrection, we pray to the Father: 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with a Collect 

 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
The Absolution 
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy  upon you,      
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace                  Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 
The Greetings  The people are seated 
 
At The Offertory  Hymn  #180 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The people remain standing 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them up unto the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. People 
  It is meet and right so to do. 

 
Then, facing the High Altar, the Celebrant proceeds 

 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all  places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

 
But chiefly we are bound to praise thee for the glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; for he is the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and hath   taken away the 
sin of the world; who by his death hath destroyed death, and by his  rising to life again hath 
won for us everlasting life. 

 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and      
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. He is risen, he is risen! 
Tell it out with joyful voice: 
he has burst his three days' prison; 
let the whole wide earth rejoice: 
death is conquered, we are free, 
Christ has won the victory. 

3. Come, with high and holy hymning, 
hail our Lord's triumphant day; 
not one darksome cloud is dimming 
yonder glorious morning ray, 
breaking o'er the purple east, 
symbol of our Easter feast. 

2. Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 
with glad smile and radiant brow! 
Death's long shadows have departed; 
Jesus' woes are over now, 
and the passion that he bore– 
sin and pain can vex no more. 

4. He is risen, he is risen! 
He hath opened heaven's gate: 
we are free from sin's dark prison, 
risen to a holier state; 
and a brighter Easter beam 
on our longing eyes shall stream. 
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The people kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst 
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ 
to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He 
made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did  institute, and in his holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, 
until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is     
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for 
you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in                     
remembrance of me." 

 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy 
holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; 
having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 

 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and 
Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the 
Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and  
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may  worthily 
receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one 
body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord; 
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By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then is said 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Agnus Dei   Sung by all     Missa Brevis in G (K. 49)                   W. A. Mozart (1756-1791) 
 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
At The Communion       O Death Where Is Thy Sting?                        John Stainer (1840-1901) 
 
O Death, where is thy sting?  O Grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be to God, Hallelujah. 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our Lord, Jesus Christ. Hallelujah.   
Amen. 
 
After Communion the people kneel. The Celebrant says 
 
The Prayer after Communion    
 
We thank thee, heavenly Father, for that thou hast delivered us from the dominion of sin and 
death, and hast brought us  into the kingdom of thy Son; and we pray thee that, as by his death 
he hath recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to joys eternal; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 

 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great            
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in   
every work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the  
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and      
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Celebrant           Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People                Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 
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 The Closing Hymn 210        
            
1. The day of resurrection!  

Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the Passover of gladness,  
the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over,  
with hymns of victory. 

 
2. Our hearts be pure from evil,  

that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection light; 
and, listening to his accents,  
may hear so calm and plain  
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain. 

 
3. Now let the heavens be joyful, 

let earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph,  
and all that is therein; 
let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord hath risen,  
our joy that hath no end. 

 
Organ Voluntary                           Fanfare in D              Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823-1881) 
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Upcoming at Bethesda 

  
April’s special monthly envelope is for the Clergy Discretionary Fund (CDF) at            
Bethesda.  As the parish has been open and more visible in recent months, we have             
increasingly seen situations where assistance is needed.  The CDF gives the  priest-in-charge 
a pool of funds to pull from when small requests or pastoral matters arise.  The fund remains 
the property of the parish.  All gifts are tax   deductible to the donor.   
 
Study of Genesis  class will not meet today or next week, 24 April. Class resumes 1 May at 
9:20am. All welcome. 
 
Easter Lessons and Carols.  On Sunday 1 May, there will be a service of Readings and         
Music for Easter at 10am. 

 
Legs Misérables.  Bethesda’s walking club meets on three dates in May.  If you wish to join 
fellow parishioners for a healthy walk, engaging conversation and lively fellowship, please 
contact the office: 518 584 5980.  Dates, times and venues are listed below, with further         
information to follow: 
 Wednesday 4 May Pitney Farm at 10 AM  
 Tuesday 10 May  Saratoga State Park at 2 PM  
 Tuesday 17 May  Hudson Crossing at 2 PM  

 
News  

 
Thank you to all who helped prepare the church for our Holy Week and Easter services this 
year, and especially to members of the Altar Guild, Choir, and to Mark Claverie and the Holy 
Roller team for their ongoing ministry at Bethesda.  
 
Roof Replacement.  After 2 weeks of weather delay,  replacement of the church roof began 
on April 4th,   starting with the southwest section. This would be the area from the side altar to 
the right side of the high altar. This section  is small enough to be  made water-tight prior to 
the rain  forecasted for later in the week.  Consecutive days of good weather are  required to         
complete work on a roof section to a point where the church interior can be kept dry. Turnout 
from the Holy Rollers volunteers has been impressive! Pews have been covered and              
uncovered in less than an hour.  Special thanks go out to the Holy Roller volunteers who have 
given their time to protect the church while the exterior work  continues. If you would like to 
volunteer a bit of your time, please contact the parish office.  

 
In The Community 

 
LifeWorks Community Action (formerly EOC).  Thank you to all those who have                      
donated.  As you can imagine the need is ongoing. If you would like to help by donating here 
is a list of items needed. 
 Microwaveable convenience meals 
 Disposable plates/bowls and silverware 
 Foods low in salt, fat & sugar.   Gluten Free foods.  
 Household cleaning supplies. 
 Sponges, laundry detergent, dishwasher detergent.  
 Diapers (size 4 & 5) and baby wipes. 
 Baby care products like baby shampoo and soap.  
 Adult personal hygiene products such as soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo,            

razors,  shaving cream, deodorant.  
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Fresh vegetables as well as other perishable food items like eggs, milk, butter, can be brought 
directly to the food pantry located at 39 Bath Street, Ballston Spa. Donations are accepted  
Monday - Friday from 9am to 4pm. 
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Fr Charles Wallace, Priest in Charge 
 

Email: office@bethesdachurch.org 
Website: bethesdachurch.org 

 
Bethesda Episcopal Church Office 

178 Elm Street, Suite 5 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866 

(518) 584-5980 
 


