
 

 

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
    

The Feast of Saint James The Apostle                                                               25 July 2021 
 
Prelude                        Fantasie in C                                          J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
   
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may               
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O gracious God, we remember before thee this day thy servant and apostle James, first among the 
Twelve to suffer martyrdom for the Name of Jesus Christ; and we pray that thou wilt pour out up-
on the leaders of thy Church that spirit of self-denying service by which alone they may have true  
authority among thy people; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen  
 
The people are seated 
    
The First Lesson                                         Jeremiah 45:1-5  
The word that the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Baruch son of Neriah, when he wrote these words in 
a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah: 
Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: You said, “Woe is me! The Lord has       
added sorrow to my pain; I am weary with my groaning, and I find no rest.” Thus you shall say to 
him, “Thus says the Lord: I am going to break down what I have built, and pluck up what I have 
planted—that is, the whole land. And you, do you seek great things for yourself? Do not seek 
them; for I am going to bring disaster upon all flesh, says the Lord; but I will give you your life as 
a prize of war in every place to which you may go.”  
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual  [Congregation says the verses in bold                  Psalm 7:1-10 
 
1   O Lord my God, I take refuge in you; * 
      save and deliver me from all who pursue me; 
2 Lest like a lion they tear me in pieces * 

     and snatch me away with none to deliver me. 
3    O Lord my God, if I have done these things: * 
        if there is any wickedness in my hands, 



 

 

4     if I have repaid my friend with evil, * 
        or plundered him who without cause is my enemy; 
5     Then let my enemy pursue and overtake me, * 
         trample my life into the ground, 
        and lay my honor in the dust. 
6     Stand up, O Lord, in your wrath; * 
        rise up against the fury of my enemies. 
7      Awake, O my God, decree justice; * 
        let the assembly of the peoples gather round you. 
8      Be seated on your lofty throne, O Most High; * 
         O Lord, judge the nations. 
9     Give judgment for me according to my righteousness, O Lord, * 
         and according to my innocence, O Most High. 
10  Let the malice of the wicked come to an end, 
      but establish the righteous; * 
        for you test the mind and heart, O righteous God. 
 
The Second Lesson                                                                      Acts 11:27-12.3 
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus 
stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the world; and 
this took place during the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their 
ability, each would send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the 
elders by Barnabas and Saul. About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who 
belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw 
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the festival of      
Unleavened Bread.       
                                                                                              
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
The people stand, if able. 
 
The Holy Gospel                   Matthew 20:20-28 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, and kneeling before him, she 
asked a favor of him. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Declare that 
these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 
But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 
am about to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He said to them, “You will indeed drink 
my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those 
for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard it, they were angry with the 
two brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but 
whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.”  
 



 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                Fr Wallace
                 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing if you are able. 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of The People    Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name maybe united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 



 

 

Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. 
 
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant says a concluding prayer 
 
The people respond   Amen  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
 



 

 

Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
The Absolution 
  
The Celebrant says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace       Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 
We ask that you now wear your mask until after receiving Communion. All stand for 
 
At The Offertory    10am  Hymn      I love thy kingdom, Lord 

     

1   I  love thy kingdom, Lord, 
     the house of thine abode, 
     the Church our blest Redeemer 
     saved with his own precious blood. 

3  Beyond my highest joy 
    I prize her heavenly ways, 
    her sweet communion, solemn vows, 
    her hymns of love and praise. 

2   For her my tears shall fall;   
     for her my prayers ascend; 
     to her my cares and toils be given, 
     till toils and cares shall end. 

4   Jesus, thou friend divine,  
     our Savior and our King, 
     thy hand from every snare and foe 
     shall great deliverance bring. 



 

 

5   Sure as thy truth shall last,  
to Zion shall be given  

             the brightest glories earth can yield, 
             and brighter bliss of heaven. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving      Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface of the Lord’s Day Of God the Son 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer       Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes  
 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 



 

 

   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
   
Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                          
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer of Humble Access Said by all  
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own                  
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is  always to have 
mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 
Agnus Dei    Sung by all 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                         
At  The Communion                               Fugue in E                                    J.S. Bach (1685-1750)  
 
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all, kneeling if you are able. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness  towards us; and that we 
are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faith-
ful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting kingdom. And we humbly be-
seech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the   Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world with-
out end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al-
mighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand as the ministers depart, if you are able. 
 
Voluntary                                                   Fantasie in G                                  J.S. Bach (1685-1750)  
           
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Notices 

 

 
The flowers on the Altar are given in loving memory of Anthony Tasso by Barbara Tasso.  
 
If you would like to have flowers placed on the Altar in memory or honor of someone, please 
contact the church office at 518-584-5980. 
 
Summer office hours are Monday & Tuesday 9am-2pm, Wednesday & Thursday 9am–
3pm, Friday-closed. 
 

 
 
Roof Work Schedule: Bethesda is making a major investment this year in securing our his-
toric  church building by replacing the  asphalt shingles and installing a new, raised seam met-
al roof .  
 
The calendar is as follows: 
July 8 to August 11 - Removal of the chimney on the bell tower and redirection of the furnace 
flue to a new outlet on the West side of the building. .   
July 30 to August 5 - Scaffolding erected on both the east and west sides of the church.   
August 6 to November 8 - Removal of existing roof and installation of new roof. 
 
 
 
 

In our Intercessions for the Church and Parish this week, we pray for 
   Anglican Communion        The Scottish Episcopal Church  
   Albany Diocese          Recently ordained deacons  
   Our Parish              Elderly and shut-ins          
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-
saries, and we pray for those who have died recently and those whose year’s mind falls 
at this time.  

Financial Update: Year to Date June 2021 

Income:  Year to Date June, total Pledge and Plate Operational giving was 
$109,797.  This was $1,347 over our Budget of $108,450.   

Operational Expenses year to date were $137,909.  This was $2,332 under the budget of 
$140,241. 

Year to Date June, Operational Expenses have exceeded Pledge and Plate operational 
Income by $28,112. 



 

 

 
 
Holy Roller Ministry: Several  volunteers have signed up to assist with covering the        
interior of the church with plastic sheeting during the roof work. Each Sunday afternoon, plas-
tic sheeting will be rolled out over the pews, then on Friday or Saturday rolled up again for       
services and weddings.  The Holy Rollers will meet for a dress rehearsal/orientation at 5 p.m. 
Friday July 23 in the church.  We will prepare plastic sheets, review procedures, and schedule 
all Rollers to their dates of  availability.  
 
If you would like to join this temporary but important ministry of care for our beloved church, 
please come to the dress rehearsal.  To volunteer, please call Barbara at the church office: 518-
584-5980.   
 
If you are shopping online remember to use AMAZONSMILE and designate Bethesda Epis-
copal Church as the charity to which you want Amazon to donate 0.5% of your eligible pur-
chases. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477. 
 
 

In the Community 
 
LifeWorks Community Action (formerly EOC).  Thank you to all those who have           
already donated items.  At this time LCA is in serious need of diapers (size 4 & 5), baby wipes, 
baby care products, soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, tooth brushes, hygiene products, 
razors and shaving cream. At this time they cannot collect clothing items. We will be deliver-
ing the donations to LifeWorks Community Action for distribution to those who need them in 
our community, and we will continue this collection drive during the  pandemic. Thanks again 
for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477


 

 

 
Walking the ‘Way of St James’ 

For over 1,200 years, pilgrims have been walking the Camino de Santiago — the Way of 
Saint James — concluding at the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in northwest Spain. 
After Jerusalem and Rome, Santiago de Compostela is considered to be the third holiest 
pilgrimage site in Christendom. 

The number of pilgrims walking has increased each year and in 2019 more than 300,000 
arrived in Santiago. As the number of walkers has increased so also have the number of non
-Roman-Catholic pilgrims risen.  Although Rome, Jerusalem and Canterbury each have an 
Anglican Centre to welcome and minister to pilgrims, Santiago does not. 

To meet this growing need, the board of directors of the Friends of the Anglican Pilgrim 
Centre of Santiago unanimously voted to initiate a capital campaign to purchase, renovate 
and open an Anglican Centre in Santiago de Compostela.  The $10 million project will es-
tablish an “ecumenical place that offers hospitality, learning, healing, hope and love.”  In 
the words of Nancy Hoxsie Mead, board president of the Friends of the Anglican Centre in 
Santiago de Compostela:  

“In 2019, 347,875 people walked the Camino de Santiago. Although church attendance 
may be declining worldwide, more and more people are finding God along this ancient 
pilgrimage path in Spain. We need to open an Anglican Centre in Santiago to meet these 
pilgrims at the end of their journey. We need to be there to share with them the faith 
which we love, to listen to the stories of their transformative walk, and then to send them 
home, renewed and refreshed, knowing that their pilgrimage has not ended but in fact 
has just begun.” 

More information can be found at https://anglicancentresantiago.org/. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://anglicancentresantiago.org/


 

 

 
Guidelines for Attending Church  

 
Welcome to Bethesda Church.  Thank you for joining us for worship today. For your safety, 
we ask you to follow the guidelines below when attending our services. 
 
Social distancing protocols will be observed at all times.  Please do not attend church if you 
are currently ill or have been in contact recently with someone who is ill. 
 
 A mask is required at all times.  If you require a mask, an usher will provide one for you. 
 Upon entry, please use the provided hand sanitizer. 
 The windows will remain open, please dress accordingly. 
 The ushers will record your name and phone number upon entry. 
 "You must keep 6-feet between you and others not of your household when entering the 

Church and throughout the time you are in the Church." 
 Pews are color coded for each service, 8am use blue pews, 10am use yellow pews. 
 Bathrooms are currently for emergencies only. 
 At the exchange of the Peace, please do not leave your pew. 
 At the distribution of Communion, remain in your pew until an usher invites you to 

move to the chancel step. 
 At the end of the service, only move when directed to do so by an usher.  
 Take your bulletin home or place it in the wastebasket at the door. 
 
Financial gifts for the ministry of Bethesda Church are gratefully received.  Please place 
your donation in the collection plates at the rear of the church.  We appreciate your support. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
office@bethesdachurch.org  

www.bethesdachurch.org 
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

(518) 584-5980 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch

