
 

 

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
    
 
 

The Seventh  Sunday after Pentecost                                                               11 July 2021 
       

         
Prelude    Interlude                                            Francis Jackson (b.1917) 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no  secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may               
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who call upon thee, and 
grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may have 
grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people are seated 
    
The First Lesson                                               Amos 7:7-15 
This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb 
line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lord said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, 
"A plumb line." Then the Lord said, "See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people   
Israel; I will never again pass them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the 
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 
sword." Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King  Jeroboam of Israel, saying, "Amos has 
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his 
words. For thus Amos has said, `Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.'" And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn 
your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's  
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom."  Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, 
nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord took me 
from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, `Go, prophesy to my   people Israel.'"  
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual  [Congregation says the verses in bold ]                                                            Psalm 85: 8-13 



 

 

8    I will listen to what the Lord God is  saying, * 
 for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to  him. 
9    Truly, his salvation is very near to those who  fear him, * 
 that his glory may dwell in our  land. 
10  Mercy and truth have met together; * 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

 and righteousness shall look down from  heaven. 
12  The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 
 and our land will yield its  increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

 and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.  
 
The Second Lesson                                                                   Ephesians 1:3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with         
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the                     
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for        
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have          
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery 
of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have 
also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who                
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as 
God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 
                                                                                                      
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
The people stand, if able. 
 
The Holy Gospel                            Mark 6:14-29 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were 
saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are 
at work in him." But others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of old." But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been 
raised."  For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in         
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her. For 
John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." And             
Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared 
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard 
him, he was  greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when 



 

 

Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of        
Galilee. For when Herodias’ daughter  came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; 
and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for  whatever you wish, and I will give it." And he            
solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." She 
went out and said to her mother, "What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the 
baptizer." Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard 
for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a            
soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 
brought his head on a  platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When 
his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.        
                       
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                Fr Wallace
                 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing if you are able. 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 



 

 

The Prayers of The People    Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name maybe united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. 
 
Silence  
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  
 
Silence 
 
 



 

 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant says a concluding prayer 
 
O thou who art the light of the minds that know thee, the life of the souls that love thee, and the 
strength of the hearts that serve thee; help us so to know thee that we may truly love thee; so to 
love thee that we may fully serve thee, whom to serve is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 
The people respond   Amen  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
The Absolution 
  
The Celebrant says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
We ask that at this time you put a mask on and wear it until after the Communion.  
 
The Peace       Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 



 

 

At The Offertory   8am                             Allegretto                   Hermann Schroeder (1904-1984) 
           10am Hymn:  Take up the Cross 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving      Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface of the Lord’s Day Of God the Son 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer       Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes  
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
   
Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                          
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer of Humble Access Said by all  
 



 

 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own               
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to  gather 
up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is      always to have 
mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and 
to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 
Agnus Dei    Sung by all 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

At  The Communion                          Andantino             Hermann Schroeder (1904-1984)  
                         
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all, kneeling if you are able. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness  towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of 
all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting kingdom. And we hum-
bly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in 
that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the   Holy Ghost, be all honor and glo-
ry, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al-
mighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand as the ministers depart, if you are able. 
 
Voluntary                                             Poco Vivace                      Hermann Schroeder (1904-1984)  
      
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Notices 
 

 
The flowers on the Altar today are giving in loving memory of Kathleen Dodge Withington by 
Mary Withington. 
 
If you would like to make an offering of flowers or Eucharistic Elements, please contact the 
Parish Office by phone (518-584-5980) or you may email barbara@bethesdachurch.org. Your 
offering of flowers or elements can be Memorial offerings, and also offerings of thanksgiving. 
Your gift is appreciated by all. 
 
Financial gifts for the ministry of Bethesda Church are gratefully received.  Please place your    
donation in the collection plates at the rear of the church.  We appreciate your support. 

 
If you are shopping online remember to use AMAZONSMILE and designate Bethesda Epis-
copal Church as the charity to which you want Amazon to donate 0.5% of your eligible pur-
chases. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477. 
 
Please join us outside for light refreshments after the 10am service this morning.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the Community 

 
LifeWorks Community Action (formerly EOC).  Thank you to all those who have    al-
ready donated items.  At this time LCA is in serious need of diapers (size 4 & 5), baby wipes, 
baby care products, soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, tooth brushes, hygiene products, 
razors and shaving cream. At this time they cannot collect clothing items. We will be deliver-
ing the donations to LifeWorks Community Action for distribution to those who need them in 
our community, and we will continue this collection drive during the   pandemic. Thanks 
again for your generosity. 

 
 
 
 

In our Intercessions for the Church and Parish this week, we pray for 
 Anglican Communion     The Episcopal Church in the Philippines 
 Albany Diocese     St. George’s, Schenectady –The Rev’d Cn. Matthew Stromberg  
   Our Parish         Nurses and Doctors          
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 
this week and for those who have died recently and those whose year’s mind falls at 
this time.  

 Services  
Monday to Friday      12 Noon Midday Prayers (Eucharist on Wednesdays) 
Saturday,  17 July      5pm Vigil Eucharist (Rite II) 
Sunday, 18 July       Services at 8am & 10am.   

mailto:barbara@bethesdachurch.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYC Ballet Musicians & Friends  
Luellen Abdoo, Artistic Director 

 
Georg Philipp Telemann: Sonatina No. 1 in A Major, TWV 41:A2 for violin, cello & piano 

Cello solo (repertoire to be confirmed) 
Franz Schubert: Piano Trio in E-flat major, Op. 148 “Nocturne”  

Ron Wasserman: Tango Sonata for violin and piano (Third Movement) 
Sergei Rachmaninoff: Trio élégiaque No.1 in G minor for violin, cello and piano 

    
Performers: Luellen Abdoo, violin, Eugene Moye, cello, Christopher Oldfather, piano 

 
Admission is free.  

Suggested donation $10 per person.   All donations will go to the musicians. 
 

Today at 4pm 
Bethesda Episcopal Church 

 
Reserve your seat at 

bethesdachurch.org 

http://bethesdachurch.org


 

 

 
 

Guidelines for Attending Church  
 

Welcome to Bethesda Church.  Thank you for joining us for worship today. For everyone’s safety,  
The following protocols continue to be observed in the church.  
 
 
 If you are not yet vaccinated we ask you to wear a mask at all times. 
  If you have been vaccinated masks are not required at the 5pm Saturday and 8am Sunday 

services.  
 At the 10am service we ask those in attendance to wear a mask from the exchange of peace 

until after receiving communion.  
 At other times a mask is no longer required.  Please do not attend church if you are currently 

ill or have been in contact recently with someone who is ill. 
 Hand sanitizer is provided at the entrance of the church. 
 At the exchange of the Peace, please do not leave your pew. 
 At the distribution of Communion, remain in your pew until an usher invites you to move to 

the chancel step. 
 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

office@bethesdachurch.org  
www.bethesdachurch.org 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 
(518) 584-5980 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch

