
 

 

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
    

The Sixth  Sunday after Pentecost                                                                4 July  2021 
       

Prelude          America, the Beautiful                        Calvin Hampton (1938-1984) 
   
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may          
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy commandments by loving thee and our  neighbor: 
Grant us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to thee with our whole heart, and 
united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The people are seated 
    
The First Lesson                                             Ezekiel 2:1-5 
The Lord said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he 
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He 
said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have       
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. The 
descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, 
"Thus says the Lord God." Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), 
they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.    
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual  [Congregation says the verses in bold ]                                                 Psalm 123 
1    To you I lift up my  eyes, *   
 to you enthroned in the  heavens. 
2    As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, * 
 and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her  mistress, 
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God, * 

 until he show us his mercy. 
4    Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have  mercy, * 
 for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
5   Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, * 
 and of the derision of the  proud.  
 
 
 



 

 

The Second Lesson                                                         2 Corinthians  12:2-10 
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven, whether 
in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person, 
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows, was caught up into Paradise 
and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of 
such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I 
wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that 
no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the 
exceptional character of the revelations.  Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn 
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too   
elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, 
"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am       
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of 
Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.       
                                                                                                       
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
The people stand, if able. 
 
The Holy Gospel                             Mark 6:1-13 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach 
in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where did this man 
get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being 
done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses 
and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 
Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and 
among their own kin, and in their own house." And he could do no deed of power there, except 
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their             
unbelief.  Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to 
send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them 
to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but 
to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear 
you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." So they 
went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed 
with oil many who were sick and cured them.  
                                                                                   
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                   Fr Russo
                 
The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing if you are able. 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
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   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of The People    Pease kneel, if you are able. 
 
Lector  With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have 
mercy." 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the city of Saratoga Springs, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



 

 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and cap-
tives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
The Celebrant says a concluding prayer 
 
The people respond   Amen  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
The Absolution 
  
The Celebrant says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

The Peace       Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 
At The Offertory : 8am            Andante Espressivo                         George Oldroyd (1887-1956) 
           10am  Hymn:  God of our Fathers  

The Great Thanksgiving      Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface of the Lord’s Day Of God the Son 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
of shining worlds in splendor through                                   
the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

3 From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
thy true religion in our hearts increase, 
thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 2 Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 
     in this free land by thee our lot is cast; 
     be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and  stay     
     thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

4  Refresh thy people on their toilsome way, 
    lead us from night to never-ending day; 
    fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
    and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 



 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer       Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes  
 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
 
Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                             
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer of Humble Access Said by all  
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteous-
ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 
Agnus Dei    Sung by all 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
At  

The Communion                         Meditation                              George Oldroyd (1887-1956)           
 
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all, kneeling if you are able. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness  towards us; and that 
we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all 
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting   kingdom. And we humbly 
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that 
holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast   prepared for us to walk in; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the   Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and  Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
 



 

 

At 8 and 10am the service ends with     The National Anthem                                                  
   
Remain standing as the minsters depart 
 
Voluntary               Fughetta on "The Star Spangled Banner"             Dudley Buck (1839-1909) 
 

 
Notices 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will  meet at 1:00pm on July 8 at the church office, 178 Elm 
Street, Suite #5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In our Intercessions for the Church and Parish this week, we pray for 
   Anglican Communion       The Church of  Papua New Guinea 
   Albany Diocese         Thanksgiving for Freedom in the U.S. and for all members of the  
           Armed Forces  
   Our Parish             For Peace and reconciliation in our Nation           
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, and 
we pray for those who have died recently and those whose year’s mind falls at this time.  

 Services  
Monday to Friday      12 Noon Midday Prayers (Eucharist on Wednesdays) 
Saturday,  10 July      5pm Vigil Eucharist (Rite II) 
Sunday, 11 July       Services at 8am & 10am.   

NYC Ballet Musicians & Friends  
Luellen Abdoo, Artistic Director 

 
Georg Philipp Telemann: Sonatina No. 1 in A Major, TWV 41:A2 for violin, cello & piano 

Cello solo (repertoire to be confirmed) 
Franz Schubert: Piano Trio in E-flat major, Op. 148 “Nocturne”  

Ron Wasserman: Tango Sonata for violin and piano (Third Movement) 
Sergei Rachmaninoff: Trio élégiaque No.1 in G minor for violin, cello and piano 

    
Performers: Luellen Abdoo, violin, Eugene Moye, cello, Christopher Oldfather, piano 

 
Admission is free.  

Suggested donation $10 per person.   All donations will go to the musicians. 
 

Sunday July 11 at 4pm 
Bethesda Episcopal Church 

 
Reserve your seat at 

bethesdachurch.org 

http://bethesdachurch.org

