
 

 

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
 
    

The First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday                                30 May  2021 
      10:00am   Sung Eucharist   

 
Prelude             Prelude on "Iam sol recedit igneus"               Bruce Simonds (1896-1989)   
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no       
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may  perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Hymn  Holy, holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
 
1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
   Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
   Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
   God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
   casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
   cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
   which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
   though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
   only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
   perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
   All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea. 
   Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
   God in three persons, blessed trinity! 
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 



 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hast given unto us thy servants grace, by the             
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power 
of the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity:  We beseech thee that thou wouldest keep us 
steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see thee in thy one and eternal 
glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit livest and reignest, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 
The people are seated 
    
The First Lesson                   Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with 
two they flew. And one called to another and said:  "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory."  The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of 
those who called, and the house filled with smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of hosts!"  Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that 
had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it 
and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 
blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!"   
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual  [Congregation says the verses in bold ]                                                   Psalm 29 
1   Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
          ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2   Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
          worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3   The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
     the God of glory thunders; * 
          the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4   The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
          the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
5   The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
          the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6   He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
          and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7   The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
     the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
           the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8   The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
          and strips the forests bare. 
9   And in the temple of the Lord * 
          all are crying, "Glory!" 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
         the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
 



 

 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
         the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.  
 
The Second Lesson                      Romans  8:12-17 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the   flesh 
- for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit 
of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ - if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.    
                                                                                               
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
The people stand, if able. 
 
The Holy Gospel                         John 3:1-17 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." Jesus answered him, 
"Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." 
Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother's womb and be born?" Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said 
to you, 'You must be born from above.'  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with            
everyone who is born of the Spirit." Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?"     
Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things?  Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses             
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God 
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him."  
                 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                     Mother Miriam, CSM 
                 



 

 

The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing if you are able. 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of The People    Pease kneel, if you are able. 
 
Let us pray in faith to God our Father, to his Son Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit,      
saying, “Lord, hear and have mercy.” 
 
For the Church of the living God throughout the world, let us ask the riches of his grace. 
All: Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 
For all who proclaim the word of truth, let us ask the infinite wisdom of Christ. 
All: Lord, hear and have mercy. 

 



 

 

For all who have consecrated their lives to the kingdom of God, let us ask the gifts of the 
Spirit. 
All: Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 
For our country and its leaders, and for all who govern the nations of the world, that they 
may strive for justice and peace, let us ask the strength of God. 
All: Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 
For all who suffer in body, mind or spirit, especially those for whom our prayers are        
desired, let us ask the healing touch of Christ. 
All: Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 
For all who have passed from this life in faith and obedience, especially at this time for Bill 
Read, let us ask the peace of the Lord.  
All: Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with a Collect 

 
The people respond  Amen.  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
The Absolution 
 



 

 

The Celebrant says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy     
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace                  Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 
At The Offertory                Allein Gott inder Höh sei Ehr          Andreas Vetter (1666-1710) 
 
The Great Thanksgiving      Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface of  Trinity Sunday 
For with thy co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, thou art one God, one Lord, in Trinity of      
Persons and in Unity of Substance; and we celebrate the one and equal glory of thee, O Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all 

 



 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer       Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes  
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
   
Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                          
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer of Humble Access Said by all  
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own      
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to    
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is      
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Agnus Dei    Sung by all 

 



 

 

At  The Communion              Gott der Vater wohn uns bei  
            Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)  
 
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all, kneeling if you are able. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness           
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the 
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy  everlasting       
kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, 
that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast   
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the   
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand as the ministers depart, if you are able. 
 
Voluntary                        Holy, Holy, Holy              Lynn Trapp (b. 1963) 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Notices 

 
We are pleased to welcome Mother Miriam, to Bethesda's pulpit at Sunday services this 
week.  Mother Miriam is Superior of the Community of St Mary, an order of religious sis-
ters in the Benedictine tradition, located in Greenwich, NY . 
 
If you would like to make an offering of flowers or Eucharistic Elements, please contact 
the Parish Office by phone (518-584-5980) or email barbara@bethesdachurch.org.  Your 
offering of flowers or elements can be Memorial offerings, and also offerings of thanksgiv-
ing. Your gift is appreciated by all. 
 
If you are shopping online remember to use AMAZONSMILE and designate Bethesda 
Episcopal Church as the charity to which you want Amazon to donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477. 
 

 
In the Community 

 
LifeWorks Community Action (formerly EOC).  Thank you to all those who have    al-
ready donated items.  At this time LCA is in serious need of diapers (size 4 & 5), baby 
wipes, baby care products, soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, tooth brushes, hygiene 
products, razors and shaving cream. At this time they cannot collect clothing items. We 
will be delivering the donations to LifeWorks Community Action for distribution to those 
who need them in our community, and we will continue this collection drive during the   
pandemic. Thanks again for your generosity. 

 
 

Upcoming Services and Events at Bethesda 

In our Intercessions for the Church and Parish this week, we pray for 
   Anglican Communion       Anglican Church of Mexico  
   Albany Diocese        Remember the servicemen and servicewomen who died in 
          service to the United  States of America  
   Our Parish         Those working in colleges and schools  
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 
this week. We also pray for those who have died recently and those whose year’s mind 
falls at this time.  

 Services  
 
Today:          Services at 8am & 10am 
Wednesday, 2 June       12pm Eucharist  
Saturday, 5 June      5pm Vigil Eucharist (Rite II) 
Sunday, 6 June       Services at 8am & 10am.   

mailto:barbara@bethesdachurch.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477


 

 

The Vestry is working with Sano Rubin and John G. Waite and Associates towards the    
replacement of the church roof. We are working out the details of the final contract, for 
example.  The color of the new metal roof is dark gray. We hope that the construction will 
commence sometime in June, depending upon the subcontractor’s schedule. The removal 
of the old roof and installation of the new one will take several weeks to complete.  We are 
looking forward to the completion of this major project to our church. Thanks for your sup-
port and patience. 

Legs Misérables  The third and final walk of the spring for Bethesda Walkers (aka Legs 
Misérables) will take place on Wednesday June 16 at 2 pm.  We will walk about three miles 
in the Wilton Wildlife Preserve.  We should be able to see the blue lupine and the endan-
gered Karner blue butterflies that will have emerged around Memorial Day.  Bring your 
camera or your phone if you want to take photographs. 
 
To learn more about Wilton Wildlife Preserve and the Karner blue butterflies, you can visit 
the website: https://www.wiltonpreserve.org/ 
 
The map of the preserve with good spots for observing the butterflies can be found at this 
link:  https://www.wiltonpreserve.org/the-lands 
 
The walkers group is open to anyone interested in a walk on a farm, in a park, or in the 
woods and lively fellowship with fellow parishioners, friends and family.  For our previous 
walk, about a dozen of us met in Hudson Crossing Park.  We started on the Eagle Trail, 
walking along the canal side of the island until we got to Eagle Point where we had a spec-
tacular view of the dam.  The breeze off of the water was welcomed because the day was 
sunny and warm.  We return to the parking lot by following the Riverwalk Sensory Trail on 
the other side of the island.   
 
If you want to join us on June 16, please register with the church office by phone (518) 584
-5980.  We will meet at the parking lot on Route 50 north of King Road (if you are driving 
north on Route 50 from Saratoga Springs.  If you get to Scout Road, you’ve gone too far).  
There are parking lots on both sides of the road.  We will gather at the one on the left-hand 
side (once again if you are coming north out of Saratoga Springs) where the trailhead is.  
There are New York State Wildlife Management signs for both parking lots that say Sarato-
ga Sand Plains.     
 
We will be walking in and out of the shade so please use sunscreen and bug repellent.  You 
will also need a sun hat, comfortable walking or hiking shoes, a water bottle, and a mask, if 
you are not vaccinated. 
 
If it is rains, we will postpone the June 16 walk at Wilton Wildlife Preserve until Wednes-
day June 23.   
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Guidelines for Attending Church  

 
Welcome to Bethesda Church.  Thank you for joining us for worship today. For your safety, 
we ask you to follow the guidelines below when attending our services. 
 
Social distancing protocols will be observed at all times.  Please do not attend church if you 
are currently ill or have been in contact recently with someone who is ill. 
 
 A mask is required at all times.  If you require a mask, an usher will provide one for you. 
 Upon entry, please use the provided hand sanitizer. 
 The windows will remain open, please dress accordingly. 
 The ushers will record your name and phone number upon entry. 
 "You must keep 6-feet between you and others not of your household when entering the 

Church and throughout the time you are in the Church." 
 Pews are color coded for each service, 8am use blue pews, 10am use yellow pews. 
 Bathrooms are currently for emergencies only. 
 At the exchange of the Peace, please do not leave your pew. 
 At the distribution of Communion, remain in your pew until an usher invites you to 

move to the chancel step. 
 At the end of the service, only move when directed to do so by an usher.  
 Take your bulletin home or place it in the wastebasket at the door. 
 
Financial gifts for the ministry of Bethesda Church are gratefully received.  Please place 
your donation in the collection plates at the rear of the church.  We appreciate your support. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
office@bethesdachurch.org  

www.bethesdachurch.org 
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 
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