
 

 

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
26 Washington Street 

Saratoga Springs 
    

The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany                                   7  February 2021 
10am Holy Eucharist                              10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 
 
Prelude                         Allegro                            G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit   
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no  secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may            
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Hymn (at 10am):  Morning 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Collect of The Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins and give us, we beseech thee, the liberty 
of that abundant life which thou hast manifested to us in thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 
The people are seated 
    
The First Lesson                            Isaiah 40:21-31 
Have you not known? Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning?  
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the 
circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the           
heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; who brings princes to 
naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.  Scarcely are they planted, scarcely 
sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they 
wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.  To whom then will you compare 
me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One.  Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who      
created these?  He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by 
name;  because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.  Why do you 
say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is            
disregarded by my God"?  Have you not known? Have you not heard?  The Lord is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his       
understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the            
powerless.  Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but 
those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.   
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual  [Congregation says the verses in bold ]                                    Psalm 147: 1-12,21c 
 Hallelujah! 
       How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
 how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 
The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; * 
 he gathers the exiles of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted * 
 and binds up their wounds. 
He counts the number of the stars * 
 and calls them all by their names. 
Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 
 there is no limit to his wisdom. 
The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 



 

 

 but casts the wicked to the ground. 
 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 
 make music to our God upon the harp. 
He covers the heavens with clouds * 
 and prepares rain for the earth; 
He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 
 and green plants to serve mankind. 
He provides food for flocks and herds * 
 and for the young ravens when they cry. 
He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
 he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 
But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 
 in those  
          
The Second Lesson                         1 Corinthians 9: 16-23 
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a 
reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my     
reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my rights in the gospel.  For though I am free with respect to all, I have 
made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a 
Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I 
myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. To those outside the 
law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under 
Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that 
I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save 
some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
                                                                                                
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
The people stand, if able. 
 
The Holy Gospel         Mark 1:29-39  
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
When Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him 
about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, 
and she began to serve them.  That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick 
or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured 
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit 
the demons to speak, because they knew him.  In the morning, while it was still very dark, he 
got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions 
hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you." He 
answered, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there  



 

 

also; for that is what I came out to do." And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the mes-
sage in their synagogues and casting out demons.                 
                   
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                        Fr Wallace 
            
The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing if you are able. 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of The People    Pease kneel, if you are able. 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord saying, Lord in thy mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For the Church, that all who have been baptized will be inspired by the Holy Spirit to give 
united witness to the Lord. Lord in thy mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

For all those who do not yet know Jesus as the beloved Son of God, that they may open 
their hearts and come to believe in the Good News. Lord in thy mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For peace with justice throughout the world, that all people will turn from hatred to love 
and from violence to peace. Lord in thy mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For a spirit of humility that, in our prayer and example, we may always point away from 
ourselves and towards the living Christ. Lord in thy mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For the sick, the lonely, the housebound and the vulnerable that, in the midst of their 
suffering, they will experience the loving arms of Christ. Lord in thy mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For the departed, that they may rest in the peace of Christ, Lord in thy mercy, hear our 
prayer 
 
The Celebrant concludes with a prayer. 
 
The people respond  Amen.  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
 
 



 

 

The Absolution 
  
The Celebrant says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy    
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace                  Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 
At The Offertory                                           Air                                  G.F. Handel (1685-1759)  
 
The Great Thanksgiving      Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface Of  the Epiphany 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to shine in 
our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all 



 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer       Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes  
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
   
Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                          
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer of Humble Access Said by all  
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own    
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to    
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is    
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Agnus Dei    Sung by all 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

At The Communion                             Larghetto                           G.F. Handel (1685-1759)  
 
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all, kneeling if you are able. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness        
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy       ev-
erlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with 
thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as 
thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.                  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as the celebrant departs, if you are able. 
 
Voluntary                         Fugue                         Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Notices 
 

 
If you would like to make an offering of flowers or Eucharistic Elements, please contact 
the Parish Office by phone (518-584-5980) or email barbara@bethesdachurch.org.  Your 
offering of flowers or elements can not only include memorials for loved ones, but      
offerings in honor of loved ones or of thanksgiving for special events.  Your gift is appreci-
ated by all. 
 
Offering Envelopes are here for 2021. If you have not picked up your envelopes from 
the church, please call the office (518-584-5980). 
 
Due to Covid-19 regulations the windows in the church must remain open during services 
this winter. Please dress warmly. 
 
Needed. We are making every effort to have our church open for prayer and service as 
much as possible. With this comes the need for additional disinfecting. If you are out and 
about and see a can or two of Lysol Disinfecting Spray, it would be most appreciated if you 
would get one for the church. Thank you. 
 
If you are shopping online remember to use AMAZONSMILE and designate Bethesda 
Episcopal Church as the charity to which you want Amazon to donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477. 
 
Parish Activities for February 
 
Moving: The building where the church office has been located was  sold making it      
necessary to relocate the office.  Beginning February 1 the new location is  178 Elm Street, 
Suite 3, Saratoga Springs.   
 
Due to weather conditions, the Annual Meeting was cancelled last Tuesday.  We      
apologize for any inconvenience.  Our Annual Meeting will now take place immediately 
following a shortened 10am service today.  Business includes brief reports and updates, 
Vestry Elections, and the 2021 Budget Presentation. 
 
 

In our Intercessions for the Church and Parish this week, we pray for 
   Anglican Communion      The Anglican Church of Burundi  
   Albany Diocese        Calvary Church, Burnt Hills, The Rev’d Gabriel Morrow, 
          The Rev’d Laurie Bartlett, The  Rev’d Marian Sive  
   Our Parish         Our Annual meeting today 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-
saries this week. We also pray for those who have died recently and those whose 
year’s mind falls at this time.  

mailto:barbara@bethesdachurch.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477


 

 

 
Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, falls this year on 17 February.  There will be two 
Eucharists that day:  12pm and 6pm.  Members of Vestry will meet in the church at 7pm. 
 

In the Community 
 
EOC Collection.  Thank you to all those who have already donated items.  At this time 
EOC is in serious need of diapers (size 4 & 5), baby wipes, baby care products, soap,   
shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, tooth brushes, hygiene products, razors and shaving 
cream. At this time they cannot collect clothing items. We will be delivering the donations 
to the Saratoga County Economic Opportunity Council (EOC) for distribution to those who 
need them in our community, and we will continue this collection drive during the        
pandemic. Thanks again for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Weekly Services  

Monday – Friday Midday Prayers 12pm 

Wednesday Eucharist 12pm 

Saturday Eucharist (Vigil of Sunday) 
Rite II 

 5pm 

Sunday Mattins 7:20am 

  Eucharist 8am & 10am 

  Children’s Program 10am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guidelines for Attending Church  
 

Welcome to Bethesda Church.  Thank you for joining us for worship today. For your safety, 
we ask you to follow the guidelines below when attending our services. 
 
Social distancing protocols will be observed at all times.  Please do not attend church if you 
are currently ill or have been in contact recently with someone who is ill. 
 
 A mask is required at all times.  If you require a mask, an usher will provide one for 

you. 
 Upon entry, please use the provided hand sanitizer. 
 The ushers will record your name and phone number upon entry. 
 "You must keep 6-feet between you and others not of your household when entering 

the Church and throughout the time you are in the Church." 
 Pews are color coded for each service, 8am use blue pews, 10am use yellow pews. 
 Bathrooms are currently for emergencies only. 
 At the exchange of the Peace, please do not leave your pew. 
 At the distribution of Communion, remain in your pew until an usher invites you to 

move to the chancel step. 
 At the end of the service, only move when directed to do so by an usher.  
 Take your bulletin home or place it in the wastebasket at the door. 
 
Financial gifts for the ministry of Bethesda Church are gratefully received.  Please place 
your donation in the collection plates at the rear of the church.  We appreciate your sup-
port. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 

 
office@bethesdachurch.org  

www.bethesdachurch.org 
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

(518) 584-5980 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch

