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The Second Sunday After The Epiphany                                17 January 2021 
8:00am Holy Eucharist              10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 
 
Please switch off all cellular telephones and other electronic devices before the Liturgy 
begins. Also, kindly refrain from audible conversation to respect those wishing to pray . 
 
Prelude        Wer nur den lieben Gott              J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit   
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no      
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
Hymn (at 10am):  Earth has many a noble city, vs. 1, 2 & 5 
 
Earth has many a noble city; 
Bethlehem, thou dost all excel: 
out of thee the Lord from heaven 
came to rule his Israel. 

Fairer than the sun at morning  
was the star that told his birth, 
to the world its God announcing 
seen in fleshly form on earth. 
 
Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshiped 
at thy glad epiphany, 
unto thee, with God the Father 
and the Spirit, glory be.  
 
The Collect of The Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 



 

 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that thy 
people, illumined by thy Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s 
glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
The people are seated 
 
The First Lesson              1 Samuel 3:1-10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was   
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had   
begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God 
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark 
of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling 
the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual  [Congregation says the verses in bold ]                                   Psalm 139:1-5,12-17 
 
Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 
 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
 but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 
You press upon me behind and before * 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
 It is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
 you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
 your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
My body was not hidden from you, * 
 while I was being made in secret 
 and woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
      all of them were written in your book; * 
  



 

 

they were fashioned day by day, 
 when as yet there was none of them. 
How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
 how great is the sum of them! 
If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
 to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
 
The Second Lesson                          1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach 
for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for             
fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will 
also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? 
Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? 
Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? 
For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but 
the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For 
you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.      
                                                                                                  
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
The people stand, if able. 
 
The Holy Gospel         John 1:43-51  
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 
of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of         
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael 
asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.”   
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                          Fr Wallace
              



 

 

The Nicene Creed    Said by all, standing if you are able. 
 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of The People    Pease kneel, if you are able. 
 
We bring to you, loving God, our prayers for our world and for each other, saying, Lord, 
graciously hear us. 
 
In the stillness, quieten our hearts and minds and take from us the strain and stress that 
weigh us down.  Give us instead we pray, a sense of your compassionate presence and the 
beauty of your peace. Lord hear us: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We pray to you, Lord, for your Church throughout the world that we may bear faithful 
witness to your generous love and your saving power. Lord hear us: Lord, graciously 
hear us. 
 
Grant us, Lord, to look with your eyes of compassion on our world, the wars, the hungry 



 

 

millions, the countless refugees, the victims of natural disasters and the pandemic, the 
cruel and needless deaths, the heartbreak and hopelessness of so many lives. Lord hear us:   
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
By our prayers and through our lives may we hasten the coming of the age when all na-
tions shall be at peace and all people shall live free from fear and free from want, when 
there shall be no more pain or tears and when all your children will live in the security of 
your will and the assurance of your love. Lord hear us: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
We pray for our families, our friends and for the community in which we live. As we share 
in each other’s joys and sorrows may we be united in your love and strengthened by the 
knowledge that we do not travel through life alone.  Lord hear us: Lord, graciously 
hear us. 
 
Lord, we bring into your compassionate presence all who suffer physical pain of the body, 
emotional distress of the mind and dryness of the spirit.  You know the deepest needs of 
each one of us and we ask that in your love and mercy you will minister to those needs. 
Lord hear us: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Into your hands, Lord, we commend the souls of those who have died recently.  Help us to 
trust in your mercy and love, that we may live our lives in the assurance of your promise to 
grant us, with them, a share in your eternal kingdom. Lord hear us: Lord, graciously 
hear us. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with a prayer. 
 
The people respond  Amen.  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 



 

 

to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
The Absolution 
  
The Celebrant says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy    
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace                  Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 
At The Offertory         Jesu, Meine Freude             J.S. Bach (1685-1750)  
 
The Great Thanksgiving      Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface Of  the Epiphany 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to shine in 
our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all 



 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer       Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes  
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
   
Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                          
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Prayer of Humble Access Said by all  
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own    
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to    
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is    
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Agnus Dei    Sung by all 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

At The Communion       Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn             
           Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 
 
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all, kneeling if you are able. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness        
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy       
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works 
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.                  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as the celebrant departs, if you are able. 
 
Voluntary           Darwall's 148th             Percy Whitlock (1903-1946) 
 
    
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Notices 

 
 
Offering Envelopes are here for 2021. Please see an usher for your envelopes. If you do 
not currently use envelopes but would like to, please contact the church office. 
 
Due to Covid-19 regulations the windows in the church must remain open during services 
this winter. Please dress warmly. 
 
Needed. We are making every effort to have our church open for prayer and service as much as 
possible. With this comes the need for additional disinfecting. If you are out and about and see 
a can or two of Lysol Disinfecting Spray, it would be most appreciated if you would get one for 
the church. Thank you. 
 
If you are shopping online remember to use AMAZONSMILE and designate Bethesda 
Episcopal Church as the charity to which you want Amazon to donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477. 
 
Financial Update: We were pleased to report last week that we completed 2020 with a 
small surplus.  Thank you to all who helped us end a difficult year on a positive note! 
 
We continue to seek pledges for 2021 in order to meet expenses for this year.  We currently 
have received 62 pledges totaling: $175,844.00.   
 
Please consider your support for Bethesda by making a pledge.  You may use one of the 
cards available at the back of the church (ask an usher if you cannot find one) or contact 
the church office on 518-584-5980.  
 
Completed forms may be placed on the collection plate or mailed to the office.  Your sup-
port is very much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 

In our Intercessions for the Church and Parish this week, we pray for 
   Anglican Communion      The Anglican Church of Australia 
   Albany Diocese       Christ Church, Ballston Spa -The Very Rev’d Derik Roy, 
          The Rev’d Lynne Crimi, The Rev’d  Albert Moser,  
          The Rev’d Bill Pearson, The Rev’d Gil DeLaura  
   Our Parish         For Our Nation 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-
saries this week. We also pray for those who have died recently and those whose 
year’s mind falls at this time.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/14-1364477


 

 

 
Parish Activities for January 

 
Bethesda Annual Meeting - 26 January at 6:30 pm: Bethesda’s Annual  Meeting 
takes place Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2021, starting at 6:30 pm at Bethesda Episcopal Church. 
Business includes Annual Review, Vestry Elections, Updates, and 2021 Budget Presenta-
tion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Weekly Services  

Monday – Friday Midday Prayers 12pm 

Wednesday Eucharist 12pm 

Saturday Eucharist (Vigil of Sunday) 
Rite II 

 5pm 

Sunday Mattins 7:20am 

  Eucharist 8am & 10am 

  Children’s Program 10am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guidelines for Attending Church  
 

Welcome to Bethesda Church.  Thank you for joining us for worship today. For your safety, 
we ask you to follow the guidelines below when attending our services. 
 
Social distancing protocols will be observed at all times.  Please do not attend church if you 
are currently ill or have been in contact recently with someone who is ill. 
 
 A mask is required at all times.  If you require a mask, an usher will provide one for 

you. 
 Upon entry, please use the provided hand sanitizer. 
 The ushers will record your name and phone number upon entry. 
 "You must keep 6-feet between you and others not of your household when entering 

the Church and throughout the time you are in the Church." 
 Pews are color coded for each service, 8am use blue pews, 10am use yellow pews. 
 Bathrooms are currently for emergencies only. 
 At the exchange of the Peace, please do not leave your pew. 
 At the distribution of Communion, remain in your pew until an usher invites you to 

move to the chancel step. 
 At the end of the service, only move when directed to do so by an usher.  
 Take your bulletin home or place it in the wastebasket at the door. 
 
Financial gifts for the ministry of Bethesda Church are gratefully received.  Please place 
your donation in the collection plates at the rear of the church.  We appreciate your sup-
port. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 

 
office@bethesdachurch.org  

www.bethesdachurch.org 
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

(518) 584-5980 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch

