
 

 

Bethesda Episcopal Church 
26 Washington Street 

Saratoga Springs 
 
       

 
The First Sunday After Christmas                           27 December 2020 
8:00am Holy Eucharist              10:00 am - Holy Eucharist 
 
Please switch off all cellular telephones and other electronic devices before the Liturgy 
begins. Also, kindly refrain from audible conversation to respect those wishing to pray 
and listen to the organ prelude.  Thank you.  

 
Prelude         Good Christian Men, Rejoice       David N. Johnson (1922-1987) 
 
The Opening Acclamation 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit   
People         And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no      
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
Carol  [at 10am only] Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of his righteousness  
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love,  
and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
The Collect of The Day 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, who hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate Word: Grant that 
the same light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through the same   



 

 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
on God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The people are seated 
 
The First Lesson            Isaiah 61:10-62;3 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 
up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the          
nations. For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,    
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The 
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by 
a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
 
The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God 
 
Gradual   [Congregation says the versus in bold ]                                Psalm 147:13-21 
 
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
        praise your God, O Zion; 
For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
        he has blessed your children within you. 
He has established peace on your borders; * 
        he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
He sends out his command to the earth, * 
       and his word runs very swiftly. 
He gives snow like wool; * 
        he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
        who can stand against his cold? 
He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
        he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 
He declares his word to Jacob, * 
        his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
He has not done so to any other nation; * 
        to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
       Hallelujah!  
     
The Second Lesson                Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would 
be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we       
might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a        
disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a            
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir, through God.   



 

 

The Lector concludes     The Word of the Lord.                     
The People respond  Thanks be to God. 
 
The people stand, if able. 
 
The Holy Gospel                       John 1:1-18  
        
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This 
was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.  
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
The Sermon                                       Fr Wallace
              
The Nicene Creed             Said by all, standing if you are able. 
I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    and of all things visible and invisible; 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
   the only-begotten Son of God,  
   begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
   God of God, Light of Light,  
   very God of very God; 
   begotten, not made; 
   being of one substance with the Father;  
   by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 



 

 

  and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered and was buried:  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the quick and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
 
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life,  
   who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  
   who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;  
who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;  
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
The Prayers of The People  Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
Let us give glory to God on high, who from his fullness has received grace upon grace. 
 
For the holy Church of God throughout the world, that with one heart we may rejoice in 
the Word made flesh.  Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For good will in the hearts of all; and on earth, peace.  Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously 
hear us. 
 
For the poor, the outcast and the homeless; for the helpless, the lonely and the unloved.  
Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
For all who have gone before us, whose hope was in the Word made flesh.  Lord, hear us: 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
With the blessèd Virgin Mary, and all the host of heaven, let our voices rise to praise 
God’s glory.  Lord, hear us: Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
The Celebrant concludes with a prayer. 
 
The people respond  Amen.  
 
The Celebrant introduces the Confession 
 
The people say 
 
Almighty God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
maker of all things, judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 



 

 

    and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.         
 
The Absolution 
  
The Celebrant says  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy    
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace                  Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  
 
At The Offertory         How Brightly Shines the Morning Star          J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
  
 
The Great Thanksgiving      Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Proper Preface Of  the Incarnation 
Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty 
power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become 
thy children.  
 



 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit      Sung by all 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer       Please kneel, if you are able. 
 
The Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes  
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Fa-
ther Almighty, world without end. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
People and Celebrant 
 
Our Father, who art in  heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of The Bread   
   
Celebrant           Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                                                          
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 



 

 

Agnus Dei    Said by all 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
At The Communion   Sheep May Safely Graze from "The Birthday Cantata"  
                  J.S. Bach (1685-1750)         
 
The Post Communion Prayer  Said by all, kneeling if you are able. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.                  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as the celebrant departs, if you are able. 
 
Voluntary                          Noël Suisse                     Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)  
                  

Notices 

 
Offering Envelopes are here for 2021. Please see an usher for your envelopes. If you do not 
currently use envelopes but would like to, please contact the church office. 
 
Due to Covid-19 regulations the windows in the church must remain open during services 
this winter. Please dress warmly. 

In our Intercessions for the Church and Parish this week, we pray for 
   Anglican Communion        Christians in other denominations 
   Albany Diocese          Parishes dedicated to Saint John the Evangelist 
   Our Parish           The lonely and homebound 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries 
this week. We also pray for those who have died recently and those whose year’s mind 
falls at this time. In our prayers for the departed we remember Valerie Morrow who 
passed away just before Christmas and we offer prayers for Bruce, Logan and their      
extended family at this time of mourning. 



 

 

Needed. We are making every effort to have our church open for prayer and service as much 
as possible. With this comes the need for additional disinfecting. If you are out and about and 
see a can or two of Lysol Disinfecting Spray, it would be most appreciated if you would get 
one for the church. Thank you. 
 

 
 

Guidelines for Attending Church  
 

Welcome to Bethesda Church.  Thank you for joining us for worship today. For your safe-
ty, we ask you to follow the guidelines below when attending our services. 
 
Social distancing protocols will be observed at all times.  Please do not attend church if 
you are currently ill or have been in contact recently with someone who is ill. 
 
 A mask is required at all times.  If you require a mask, an usher will provide one for 

you. 
 Upon entry, please use the provided hand sanitizer. 
 The ushers will record your name and phone number upon entry. 
 "You must keep 6-feet between you and others not of your household when entering 

the Church and throughout the time you are in the Church." 
 Pews are color coded for each service, 8am use blue pews, 10am use yellow pews. 
 Bathrooms are currently for emergencies only. 
 At the exchange of the Peace, please do not leave your pew. 
 At the distribution of Communion, remain in your pew until an usher invites you to 

move to the chancel step. 
 At the end of the service, only move when directed to do so by an usher.  
 Take your bulletin home or place it in the wastebasket at the door. 
 
Financial gifts for the ministry of Bethesda Church are gratefully received.  Please place 
your donation in the collection plates at the rear of the church.  We appreciate your sup-
port. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 

 Weekly Services  

Monday – Friday Midday Prayers 12pm 

Wednesday Eucharist 12pm 

Saturday Eucharist (Vigil of Sunday) 
Rite II 

 5pm 

Sunday Mattins 7:20am 

  Eucharist 8am & 10am 

  Children’s Program 10am 


