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THE DAY OF PENTECOST: WHITSUNDAY              31 May 2020 

7:30 am - Morning Prayer 
8:00 am - Holy Eucharist                                                                10:00 am - Sung Eucharist 
 
please switch off all cellular telephones and other electronic devices before the Liturgy begins. 
Also, kindly refrain from audible conversation to respect those wishing to pray and listen to 
the organ prelude.  Thank you.  

 
 

ORGAN -  Meditation                            Don McAfee (b. 1935)  
     

THE ENTRANCE RITE 
 
HYMN 225 - Salve festa dies 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant       Alleluia, Christ is risen.  
People           The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia  

 
COLLECT FOR PURITY                          Prayer Book, page 323 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (Hymnal 713)                                                Prayer Book, page 324 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, who on this day didst open the way of eternal life to every race and nation by 
the promised gift of thy Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preach-
ing of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST LESSON - A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other lan-
guages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, 
in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya be-
longing to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They 
are filled with new wine."  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what 
I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  `In the last days it will be, God de-
clares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  Even 
upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy.  And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, 
and fire, and smoky mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.  Then everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.' "               (2:1-21)     

Lector  The Word of the Lord.                    People  Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL - Quam magnificata sunt opera tua Domine 
25   O Lord, how manifold are your works! * 
         in wisdom you have made them all; 
         the earth is full of your creatures. 
26    Yonder is the great and wide sea 
       with its living things too many to number, * 
         creatures both small and great. 
27    There move the ships, 
       and there is that Leviathan, * 
         which you have made for the sport of it. 
28    All of them look to you * 
         to give them their food in due season. 
29    You give it to them; they gather it; * 
         you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
30    You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
         you take away their breath, 
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         and they die and return to their dust. 
31    You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
         and so you renew the face of the earth. 
32    May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; * 
         may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
33    He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
         he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
34    I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; * 
        I will praise my God while I have my being. 
35    May these words of mine please him; * 
        I will rejoice in the Lord.  
37 Bless the Lord, O my soul. * 

        Hallelujah!  
 
 Words: Psalm 104:25-35,37 

 
THE SECOND LESSON - A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but 
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utter-
ance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to an-
other faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the work-
ing of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  For just as the body 
is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so 
it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free - and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.               (12:3b-13)
           Lector  The Word of the Lord.                    People  Thanks be to God. 
 
SEQUENCE: HYMN 228 - Webbe 
 
The people stand and turn to face the Book of Gospels 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

People    Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disci-
ples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Fa-
ther has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”                                                                            (20:19-23) 

Deacon   The Gospel of the Lord.              People   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 



 

4 

THE SERMON          Dean Vang 
  
THE NICENE CREED                                                                      Prayer Book, page 327 
   
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 
 
Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. We ask that we may be 
strengthened to serve you better. 
Lord, come to bless us: 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to make us wise to understand 
your will. 
Lord, come to bless us: 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to keep us confident of your love 
wherever you call us. 
Lord, come to bless us: 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We ask you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to bring reconciliation and whole-
ness where there is division, sickness, and sorrow. We remember especially those affected by 
the Covid-19 virus, 
Lord, come to bless us: 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to equip us for the work which you 
have given us. 
Lord, come to bless us: 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of 
Jesus. 
Lord, come to bless us: 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given by the risen Lord. We ask you to keep 
the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life. 
Lord, come to bless us: 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
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Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the River Jordan, and upon 
the disciples in the upper room: in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, hear our prayer, and 
make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Everliving God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the door of mercy through which we pass day 
by day. Bless this parish and its leaders as we expand to become a compassionate com-
munity among our neighbors. May the words of our mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, 
and the work of our hands enable Mercy House to be a home where those in need may 
live together in the bond of peace and love; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
CONFESSION OF SIN                              
 
Deacon  Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God 
                    
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and for-
give us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy name.  
Amen.  
 
The Celebrant concludes with an Absolution. 
 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with thy spirit.  

 
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

HYMN 445 - Gerontius 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, Eucharistic Prayer I I                   Prayer Book, page 340 
 
PROPER PREFACE OF PENTECOST 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; according to whose true promise the Holy Ghost came down 
on this day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all 
truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to thy 
Church the power to serve thee as a royal priesthood, and to preach the gospel to all nations. 
 
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS QUI VENIT (Hymnal 797), sung by all 

 
OUR FATHER                                     Prayer Book, page 336 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD: PASCHA NOSTRUM        Prayer Book, page 337                                                                                                                             

   
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS                      Prayer Book, page 337 
 
MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
AGNUS DEI,  from Service in Phrygian Mode            Charles Wood 

 
THE CONCLUDING RITE                               

  
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                         Prayer Book, page 339 
 
WHITSUNDAY  BLESSING 
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth. giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful works of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen.  
 
DISMISSAL 
Deacon  Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia,  
  alleluia.  
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 
 
HYMN 541 – Ora Labora 
 
ORGAN - Benedictus            Max Reger (1873-1916)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 

NOTICES 
 
In our INTERCESSIONS FOR THE CHURCH today, we pray for 
       Anglican Communion           Church of Melanesia  
       Diocese of Albany   The Bishop, The Right Reverend William H. Love 
       Our Parish   In Thanksgiving for the fruits of the Holy Spirit 
 
Even though the church is closed for worship in person,  our PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT is working from home and is available for calls and emails from 9am until 2pm 
Monday and Thursday; 9am until 3pm Tuesday and Wednesday; and 9am until 12:30pm on 
Friday.   
 
SUNDAY VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR: It was great to see those who attending our  virtual 
Coffee Hour. We would love to see you at our next one.  To participate please send an email 
to office@bethesdachurch.org to request the Zoom link if you have not done so previous-
ly.  Unfortunately, we cannot post the Zoom link on our website or social media given the 
well-publicized issues with ‘open’ meetings, so we need to receive your request.  If you want 
technical help with Zoom, please put that request in your note. We plan to have this virtual 
coffee hour each Sunday at 10:00am. 
 
SUNDAY VIDEO BY DEAN VANG:  Dean Vang’s Holy Week videos were very well re-
ceived, and he is again working with Look TV to create videos of similar length for upcom-
ing Sundays. The videos will be available at bethesdachurch.org and  www.facebook.com/
bethesdaepiscopalchurch. As always, call the office at 518-584-5980 or email of-
fice@bethesdachurch.org with questions or concerns! 

You may mail your CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHURCH office at 96 Ballston Avenue, 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866. or by using PayPal. You can make your gift to Bethesda by go-
ing to paypal.com and choosing bethesdaepiscopalchurch@gmail.com as the payee. 
 
If you are shopping on-line remember to use AMAZONSMILE and designate Bethesda Epis-
copal Church as the charity to which you want Amazon to donate 5% of your eligible pur-
chases. Got to https://Smile.amazon.com/ch/14-136447 
 
NEW PARISH HOUSE & COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE:   
On May 13, Bethesda received final approval in a 6-1 vote from the City’s Design Review 
Commission for exterior materials and fenestration of the New Parish House.  Previously, on 
April 29, the DRC approved the mass, scale and general building design, allowing us to pro-
ceed to final permitting with the City.  The return meeting May 13 was to review  the West- 
and South-facing facades regarding building materials and fenestration.  The parish architects 
prepared and showed new representations of these features for DRC, including one additional 
window and several “soldier courses” of brick. These changes met with overwhelming ac-
ceptance by DRC.  The DRC has asked to review and approve our selection of brick and 
limestone, which the architects are presently  reviewing from multiple vendors for color and 
quality.    

http://office@bethesdachurch.org
http://office@bethesdachurch.org
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THE PARISH VESTRY 
 

Churchwardens 
                          Class of 2020                    Class of 2021 
        Darren Miller, Senior Churchwarden              Catherine Berheide, Junior Churchwarden 

  Vestry 
  Class of 2020  Class of 2021  Class of 2022 
            Ann Bullock, Clerk          Pamela Houde                  Field Horne                     
            Marcia MacDonald  John Huppuch                  Steven Rucker                 
            David Wilder  John Van der Veer   Karen Finkbeiner                              
             Sara Manny, Treasurer  

  
THE PARISH STAFF 

  
The Very Reverend Marshall J. Vang, Interim Rector 

The Reverend Paul F. Evans, Assisting Priest 
Mrs. Barbara Latzko, Parish Administrative Assistant 

Mr. Farrell Goehring, Organist/Director of Music 
Dr. Kathleen Slezak, Choral Director 

Mr. Robert E. Bullock, Verger 
  
  

www.bethesdachurch.org 
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch 

(518) 584-5980 
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