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Solemn Liturgy of Maundy Thursday 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Please switch off all cellular telephones and other electronic devices. Thank you. 

 

 

 

Organ – Ave Verum Corpus                                W.A. Mozart (1756-1791) 

 

 

The Entrance Rite 
 
All stand as the Sacred Ministers and acolytes enter the church and sing this 

 

Hymn 315 

The Celebrant introduces the liturgy as follows 

 Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 

People His mercy endureth for ever.  

Celebrant  

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All now sing the following, during which bells are rung 

Gloria in excelsis – Hymnal S202 
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The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People         And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, did institute the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may thankfully receive 

the same in remembrance of him who in these holy mysteries giveth us a pledge of 

life eternal; the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 
All sit. 

The First Lesson – A Reading from the Book of Exodus 

THE LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 

you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the 

whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 

each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, 

it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 

proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your 

loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat 

it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the land of Egypt 

that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 

beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 

The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, 

I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 

the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

(12:1-4, 11-14) 
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Lector       The Word of the Lord. 

People       Thanks be to God. 
 

The choir now sings the 

 

Gradual – Dilexi, quoniam 

1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 

           because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

10 How shall I repay the LORD * 

           for all the good things he has done for me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

            and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  

            in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the LORD *  

            is the death of his servants. 

14 O LORD, I am your servant; * 

            I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  

            you  have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  

            and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  

             in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the LORD’s house, *  

             in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

 
Words: Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

Music: Percy Buck (1871-1947) 

  

The Second Lesson – A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the 

same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in 
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my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as 

you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

(11:23-26) 

 

Lector       The Word of the Lord. 

People       Thanks be to God. 
 

All now stand and  sing the  

 

Sequence: Hymn 657 
 

The Holy Gospel  

 
Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

  according to John. 

People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 

the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 

Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing 

that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 

tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 

him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my 

feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you 

will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus 

answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to 

him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, 

"One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 

clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray 

him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."After he had washed their 

feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you 

know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are 

right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, 

that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are 

not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 



them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them."Now the Son of 

Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 

once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 

and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot 

come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (13:1-17, 31b-35) 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.   

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Celebrant In the power of the Spirit, let us pray to the Father  

 through Christ the Savior of the world. 

 
All kneel. The Deacon continues 

 

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ 

feet. We commit ourselves to follow his example  of love and serve. 

Lord, hear us 

and humble us. 

 

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity of the 

Church. 

Lord, hear us 

and unite us. 

 

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his disciples’ message. 

We pray for the mission of your Church, and especially for the future mission of 

Mercy House. 

Lord, hear us 

and renew our zeal. 

 

On this night, he commanded his disciples to love but suffered rejection himself. We 

pray for the rejected and unloved throughout the world and here in Saratoga Springs. 

Lord, hear us 

and fill us with your love. 
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On this night, he reminded his disciples that if the world rejected them it hated him 

first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 

Lord, hear us 

and give us your peace. 

 

On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the new wine of the 

kingdom. We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. 

Lord, hear us 

and welcome all your children into paradise. 
 

The Celebrant concludes the Intercessions as follows 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I 

leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the 

peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you 

live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Deacon Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

 
Deacon and People 

 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned again thee 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done ,and by what we have left undone. 

We have not love thee with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humble repent. 

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in thy will, 

and walk in thy ways, 

to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant stands and pronounces the Absolution. 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 

him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

 

Hymn 313 
 

Eucharistic Prayer II 

The people remain standing. 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People         And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 

People         We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant     Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People         It is meet and right so to do. 

The Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 

places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who for our sins was lifted high upon the cross, that 

he might draw the whole world to himself; who by his suffering and death became the 

author of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 

and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Sanctus & Benedictus qui venit – Hymnal S117, sung by all 

The people kneel, then the Celebrant continues 
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All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and 

didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son 

Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our 

redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did 

institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that 

his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, this very night, he took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, 

this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which 

is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall 

drink it, in remembrance of me." 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with 

these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 

again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word 

and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be 

unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls 

and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion 

may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and 

be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole 

Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and 

glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Celebrant and People  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Then is sung 

Agnus Dei 

 
 
Words: Traditional 
Music: Missa Verbum Caro,  James McGregor (b. 1930) 
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The Prayer of Humble Access is now said  

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 

always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 

Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he is 

us. Amen. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
The Sacred Ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to 

the people 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. Amen. 

The Concluding Rite 
 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 
All kneel. The Celebrant continues 

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank thee that thou in this wonderful Sacrament hath given us 

the memorial of thy passion: Grant us so to venerate the Sacred Mysteries of thy Body 

and Blood that we may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives the fruit of 

thy redemption; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

Let us bless The Lord                                

Thanks be to God. 


