
MINUTES OF VESTRY MEETING  

21 August 2019 

 

In attendance: Dean Marshall J. Vang, Interim Rector 

  Kate Berheide, Junior Warden 

  John Van der Veer, Treasurer 

Sarah Manny, Assistant Treasurer 

  John Huppuch 

Marcia MacDonald 

  Steven Rucker 

  Pam Houde 

Field Horne, Clerk pro tem 

 

Absent:   D. Miller; A. Bullock 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM. Devotions were led by Sara Manny. 

 

The minutes of the June meeting were accepted as mailed; motion by Van der Veer, second by 

MacDonald. 

 

Dean Vang noted details of the ordination trip; that he has not heard of any prospects for the two 

vestry vacancies; parish calendar for 2019-20 is completed; rectory lawn did not survive winter 

well, caretaker advises it needs core aeration and overseeding in September at $350, which will 

be discussed with Darren before a contract is made; gas fireplace needs service. 

 

Warden Berheide reported that background check on candidate is ongoing, who does not want to 

use references from his present parish. 

 

Van der Veer and Manny reviewed the financials, which see. Through June pledge and plate was 

$21,400 over budget, $155,000.  Expenses were $149,700, about $400 over budget. In July 

pledge and plate was $16,200, slightly below budget. Expenses at $22,167 was just $99 over 

budgeted amount. We received two very large checks, catching up pledges, so that this week’s 

deposit was over $19,000, and since then another $7,000. 

 

Manny and Houde are co-chairs for stewardship, awaiting news of groundbreaking before 

concrete planning next month. Manny is also reviewing Capital Campaign pledge status. 

 

Boyd updated the vestry about Mercy House. He offered to coordinate with the fund-raising. 

He reported Tom Remington is interested in serving on the Mercy House board. Van der Veer 

nominated Remington, seconded by Manny, carried. 

 

Boyd reported on cooperation with First Baptist Church, jointly hosting a regional forum on 

homelessness, “Partners in Hope,” on November 8, to be held in our sanctuary, with lunch and 

breakout sessions afterward at First Baptist. Boyd reported that Steve Sullivan is catering the 

lunch without charge. Berheide requested a program for the budget before a vote was taken. 

 



Boyd requested expenditure for WiFi in the sanctuary. A proposal will come out of a September 

8 meeting. 

 

Boyd requested adoption of a resolution of the vestry to allocate $162,000 for John G. Waite 

Associates to go forward on final drawings of the interior of the NPH based on final plans. Said 

resolution is attached to these minutes as an appendix.  

 

Commission reports followed. Manny reported on Christian Education: she presented the 2019-

20 calendar. There is to be a monthly planning meeting to coordinate calendars and agree on 

responsibilities. MacDonald had no report on the garden party as she had not received numbers. 

Rucker had no report; the asbestos issue in the church basement may be postponed until greater 

work is underway. We do have a report on what’s there, and the cost to remediate. 

Horne reported on the planning and pricing for the West Doors project. 

 

Upon motion by Manny, second by MacDonald, meeting was adjourned at 8:25  PM. 

 

Field Horne 

Clerk pro tem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



RESOLUTION OF THE VESTRY at its regular monthly meeting August 21, 2019 

 

ON A MOTION OF Horne, Seconded by Van der Veer. 

 

WHEREAS, Bethesda, through its Vestry, has advanced the development of a New Parish House 

on Washington Street to meet the parish’s needs and focus our mission to serve those in need in 

our community in keeping with scripture and tradition; and  

 

WHEREAS, Mercy House of Saratoga, Inc. and its Board of Directors has worked effectively to 

develop partnerships to provide housing to victims of domestic violence through Wellspring; to 

homeless military veterans through Veterans and Community Housing Coalition; to people with 

disabilities through Transitional Services Association; to Race Course backstretch workers 

through the Backstretch Employee Service Team (BEST); and to clients of the Saratoga County 

Department of Social Services, and  

 

WHEREAS, these housing partners along with Mercy House, have found acceptable the revised 

floor plans developed by Bethesda’s parish architects, John G. Waite Associates, Architects, of 

Albany (JGWA), reflecting and providing for Bethesda’s and Mercy House’s mission, and 

 

WHEREAS, such plans for the New Parish House must be further detailed and refined by JGWA 

in order to develop specifications for competitive bidding for construction, so that a competitive 

bid request can be issued as soon as funding becomes available, and 

 

WHEREAS, JGWA has estimated the cost of the further refinement of these drawings at 

$162,000, and such cost is considered reasonable and acceptable to the Vestry, now therefore be 

it  RESOLVED, that the Vestry of Bethesda hereby gives Notice to Proceed to JGWA to develop 

all necessary technical drawings required to implement the plans reviewed by the parish, by 

Mercy House and Mercy House’s housing partners, and that this work proceed under the specific 

guidance and authority of the Senior Warden and the President of Mercy House, so that the 

continued development of Bethesda's mission can be effectuated, and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Vestry requests the Bethesda Endowment to make available sufficient 

liquid funds to pay monthly invoices toward this cost, such invoices subject to the review and 

approval of the Senior Warden and the President of Mercy House, and that JGWA, the Senior 

Warden and the President of Mercy House make themselves available at the Vestry’s request to 

make reports as to the progress of this phase of the project’s development. 

 

 Adopted by vote: 

 

7 Ayes   0 Nays 

 

DATE:  August 21, 2019 

 

Field Horne, Clerk pro tem 

 

# # # 


