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DEAN’S DOINGS

Return Service Requested

Dated Material

Ways to become involved at Bethesda….
Acolyte during the 8am or 10am Eucharist—please speak with Landon Moore
Read a Lesson during the 8am or 10am Eucharist—please speak with Katrina Keech
Usher or present oblations during the 10am Eucharist—please speak with Tom Moeller
Sing in the Treble Choir or Adult Choir during the 10am Eucharist—please speak with Farrell Goehring
Offer hospitality at Coffee Hour help after the 10am Eucharist—please speak with Kristina Delbridge
Assist in the Nursery during the 10am Eucharist—please speak with Jessica Senecal
Teach Church School (Kng.—12th grade) after the 10am Eucharist—please speak with Stacy Akaka
Participate in Service League events-please speak with Mark & Kathleen Anspach
Bellringers—please speak with Fr. Evans
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Please speak with Sherryl Moore
Pray for the Parish—Everyone!

My dear People and Friends of Bethesda:
God has been good to us during the summer months we associate with
rest and recreation. Our Sunday liturgies were graced by many visitors
from the South and Southwest. In fact, summer congregations in 2012
have been more youthful than usual, and attendance figures exceed those
of previous years. It is also worthy of note that parishioners once associated with Bethesda have returned to share our worship and comradery
This issue of ELEISON summons us to re-engage in an active and
dedicated witness in downtown Saratoga Springs. Our pace is accelerating, and the Lord of the miracle at Bethesda’s waters awaits your engagement. Of particular concern to me is our need to provide opportunities for
growing in the Christian faith and life. Notices regarding the appointment
of Stacy Akaka as Christian Education Coordinator and plans for our
children and youth can be found in the pages which follow. Let us turn
now to the matter of adult education, an endeavor significantly missing
from our landscape.
To encourage us in an onward and upward direction, I intend to schedule two offerings which I hope you will not only welcome but also share
with your participation. First, an Adult Forum will be introduced on two
Sundays of each month, beginning in September, and following the Sung
Eucharist. Coffee Hour will be the setting. A figure known to us will address a specific topic or concern of interest, thought-provoking, and
surely appropriate to Bethesda’s purpose and mission, and, pray God,
fun. From time to time we will welcome a guest speaker. You may have
suggestions. Please let me know.
Commencing on Tuesday, September eighteenth, and continuing for
four consecutive weeks, I will offer a course regarding the composition
of intercessory prayer for Bethesda’s Sunday and Holy Day Eucharists.
Since Lent of this year, we have been using Prayers of the People authorized for use in the Church of England. The six forms which exist in our
current Prayer Book were intended to serve as models, supplemented
occasionally by appointed litanies. I remain convinced we are capable of
creating our own intercessions. A multitude of holy energy and creativity
exists within this worshiping family. Our Lord is anxiously waiting to tap
this resource. Please join me in the church at seven o’clock in the evening. Simply bring a Bible; Prayer Books will be provided.
On this very same day, prior to the Intercessions course at six o’clock,
another weekday celebration of the Holy Eucharist will be introduced at
Bethesda. This liturgy, which will be the topic of our first Adult Forum,
will be offered at the High Altar, and the congregation will sit in choir.
This format worked exceedingly well during the first three days of Holy
Week. Several communicants requested its return because of the convenience of time and family commitments thereafter. For those desirous of
attending the class as well, please feel free to bring a snack to enjoy inbetween.

REGULAR SCHEDULE:
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Sung Eucharist
9:45-12 Noon Nursery care provided in
Parish House
*****
Tuesday 6 p.m.-Holy Eucharist
Wednesday 9 a.m.—Holy Eucharist at Home
of the Good Shepherd Wilton
Wednesday 12:10 p.m.—Holy Eucharist with
Healing
Thursday 9 a.m.--Holy Eucharist at Home of
the Good Shepherd Saratoga Springs

Dean’s Doings Continued
On the last Sunday of August, I announced that a new
Choral Director would join our ranks, and, indeed, she will
in mid-September. Please welcome Kathleen Slezak, a resident of Clifton Park and recently retired educator and administrator, to our music staff. Kathleen served as Director of
Music at Saint George’s Church, Schenectady during ten of
my eleven years there as Rector. When a vacancy existed in
the Director’s position at The Cathedral of All Saints, she
graciously consented to accept my appointment, securing the
continuation of its program until a new musician could arrive
in Albany. Our Organist, Farrell, joins me in expressing how
fortunate Bethesda is to have such a gifted individual in our
midst.
May Our Lord preserve our going out and our coming in,
from this time forth, for evermore.
Most faithfully yours,
The Very Reverend Marshall J. Vang
Interim Rector
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At its meeting on Wednesday, 15 August 2012, the Vestry of Bethesda Church
• commenced with Devotions, led by Leisa Brocket;
• approved the Minutes from the July meeting, as amended;
• learned from the Interim Rector’s Report the enthusiastic reaction of participants at this year’s Building Fund event
in July [the highest attendance ever and the greatest profit: $45,117]; Dean Vang’s intention to introduce an Adult Forum
at Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings, a 6:00 p,m, on Tuesdays [a Rite Two celebration], and, at 7:00 p.m., an Instruction
on the Composition of Intercessory Prayers for Bethesda; and his seven-point topics for reflection from the Vestry’s recent tours of the Rectory;
• recognized the date of Saturday, 3 November, for a Vestry Retreat at the Convent of the Community of Saint Mary,
Greenwich, with an agenda currently in process;
• noted the most favorable congregational reaction to the BBC logo;
• acknowledged Stacy Akaka’s efforts in preparing for a new Church School year and the need for a new Youth Group
Director, effective 1 November;
• anticipated, according to the Treasurer, the reconciliation of all parish accounts, establishing an official policy regarding procurements of funds, expecting an Audit Report at September’s meeting, and the engagement of Time Warner
Cable in a three-year contract; received final figures from the recent Building Fund event at the Saratoga Golf & Polo
Club: total donations: $54,515, net profit: $45,117;
• discussed the need from Property Management for an assessment to be arranged as soon as possible for the Parish
House, the Rectory, and the Ensley property; and
• was made aware of Stewardship efforts to be conducted in October for 2013.
Respectfully submitted,
Mark Griffin, Clerk
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Mark Griffin, Clerk
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At its meeting on Wednesday, 18 July 2012, the Vestry of Bethesda Church
• commenced with Devotions, led by Hillary Tucker;
• approved the Minutes from June, as amended;
• welcomed the Interim Rector’s Report , highlighting [1] receipt of $100,000 from the estate of Philly Dake and the
need for a Vestry policy regarding unrestricted gifts to Bethesda, which was referred to the Finance Commission, [2] the
July 5 closure of the Parke Family occupancy of the Rectory and removal or all personal contents with Ensley property
issues yet to be resolved, [3] the first professional assessment of the Rectory that revealed major issues beyond cosmetic
improvements requiring action by the Vestry, and [4] priestly visitations in the parish now exceed sixty.
• learned from Churchwardens Douglas Huston and Mark Claverie that [1] an appraisal and survey needs to be scheduled on all Bethesda properties, anticipating the parish’s BiCentennial and future years ahead, [2] Vacation Bible School
was a thrilling success with thirty-two children enrolled plus staff (a larger enrollment will require the need for a different
space to offer this summertime program), [3] a Vestry Retreat is needed to address parish priorities and reach consensus
on significant matters facing congregational growth and Bethesda’s third century, [4] a reunion of choir alumni the weekend of July 14-15 was much appreciated , and [5] resolution to security issues and availability of keys would be resolved;
• rejoiced in Bruce Solenski’s update regarding the annual Building Fund event on July 30: $39,800 has been received
thus far with new people participating;
• noted with gratitude Gordon Boyd’s gift of treasures from the McKelvey estate together with an original oil painting
of Bethesda for use by the BBC; referred an endowment proposal for healing ministry to the Financial Management
Commission for review and recommendation;
• supported renewed plans as articulated by Hillary Tucker for Bethesda’s Christian Education program for children
and teenagers, beginning September 9, and the appointment of Stacey Akaka as Sunday School Director;
• examined with Darren Miller, Treasurer, the Parish Budget [through June 30] and applauding a significantly improved income/expense flow and a “in the black” net balance for the first time in well over a decade or more; and elected
unanimously Anne Van Acker as Assistant Treasurer;
• received word from General Convention that all health insurance arrangements for employees must be conducted
with the National Church, not through individual or local agents;
• acknowledged the Rector Search Committee’s efforts to meet twice monthly and its expectations to identify dioceses
where appropriate candidates for Bethesda might be found; and
• took delight in knowing that the Stewardship Commission’s task in re-canvassing the congregation has thus far increased giving by $33,360, with pledge cards still arriving in the parish office.
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BIBLE SYMPOSIUM
JOIN DR. DOUGLAS STUART
CO-AUTHOR OF
HOW TO READ THE BIBLE FOR ALL ITS WORTH
THE CATHEDRAL OF ALL SAINTS
ALBANY, NY
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2012
9:30AM-2:30PM
(DOORS OPEN @8:30AM)

THE FEAST OF THE DEDICATION
Sunday, 7 October 2012
8:00 a.m. HOLY EUCHARIST
10:00 a.m. SOLEMN EUCHARIST with HOLY CONFIRMATION
The Right Reverend William H. Love, Bishop of Albany
celebrating and preaching
3:00 p.m. CHORAL EVENSONG

COST: $20.00
REGISTER ONLINE
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/256650

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO:
WWW.THECATHEDRALOFALLSAINTS.ORG

From the Sisters of St. Mary--St. Mary's Institute Classes: Fall Classes (beginning in
September) Walking in Sure Paths: Exploring the Great Christian Spiritual Traditions - Led by the Rev'd Ellen Neufeld. Weekly class on Thursdays from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Topics include Early Church, Benedictine/Augustinian Spirituality, Franciscan/Cistercian
Spirituality, Ignatian Spirituality and more. Course description is here. The first class is
September 6.

Accounting for the Hope that Is in Us: Systematic Theology for Ordinary People -- Led
by the Venerable Dr. Christopher Brown, Canon Theologian for Diocese of Albany,
Monthly on Tuesdays from 4-5:30 p.m. Course description is here. First class begins
September 26.

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know [asks Fr. Evans??] that the figures
on the left and right side of the altar contain an anachronism,
an ambiguity, and someone you are not likely to find in your
Bible?
The anachronism is the figure of Moses on the left side holding the tablets of the Ten Commandments, which are depicted
with Roman numerals (considerably later than their Hebrew
origin).
The ambiguity is to be found in the figure on the right identified as Simion. Could it be Simon Peter with a scroll representing his letters in the New Testament? Or, is it the elderly
Simeon (Luke 2:25-35) with scroll of the prophets, anticipating "the consolation of Israel"? Or is it a misspelling, but of
which?
The person possibly missing from your Bible is Judith (left,
center). Her story is in the book of Judith found in the Apocrypha, a required portion of Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, and Anglican Bibles (see Book of
Common Prayer, pp. 868-69). Judith and several
other canonical books are eliminated from Protestant Bibles.

PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will resume
on Thursday, September 13th at 1pm in
the Parish House. The Prayer Shawl invites others to join this fun fellowship. We
knit and crochet shawls, lap blankets, and
baby blankets for Baptism. Meetings are
held on the second Thursday of each
month. If you would like more information, please call Suzanne Bishop at
587-3822.
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News from the Nursery--We had a very busy, fun-filled summer! The nursery had kids every week. In the past, we didn’t always have children on Sunday mornings! It was a wonderful summer and we are ready
now to begin the fall! We look forward to our returning children and also to meeting new
children. There are registration forms available in the nursery. We ask parents of returning
children to look over their child’s form and let us know of any changes. We ask parents of
children new to the nursery to please fill out a form.
Information: The hours of the nursery are from 9:45am-12noon. We ask parents to sign their
child in and out every week. There are snacks and drinks provided (we accept donations from
anyone willing to help). We ask parents to provide diapers, wipes, bottles, pacifiers, etc.
There are 3 Nursery Care Providers: Jessica Senecal, Kassandra King, & Diane Baldwin. We
do have a sign up for people willing to substitute—please speak with Jessica Senecal.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE—
During the past few months Bethesda has entered a time of great transition. One exciting bright
spot is the rejuvenation of the church school program. This is an important aspect of our ministry and with that said we need a new leader to bring forth this change. It is a very important
calling and on behalf of the Education Committee and with blessings of the Vestry, I am pleased
to announce the appointment of Stacy Akaka as the new Church School Coordinator. Stacy
brings with her many years of dedicated service not only as a parishioner, but as a church
school teacher as well. We are instituting a lot of new and fun ideas this year starting with a
special registration party. Please wish her well and support her in this mission by encouraging
all youth in our congregation to be a part of this exciting new chapter in Bethesda’s ongoing history.
Faithfully yours,
Hillary Tucker
Christian Education Committee Chair and Vestry member

We look forward to a wonderful, fun-filled fall!

ACOLYTES
Any person interested in
serving as an acolyte on
Sundays and weekdays,
please speak with Father
Vang.

The deadline for the
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
will be SEPTEMBER 15TH.
Please submit material to the
office by this date. You can
email it to
bethesdabee@yahoo.com.
Thank you for your

YOUTH GROUP
Any person in 8th-12th
grade and is interested in
joining the Bethesda Youth
Group, please fill out a registration form during
September.

Church School Begins September 16th

Pre-K thru 12th Grade

