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BETHESDA BEGINS RECTOR SEARCH  by Darren Miller, Senior Warden

In 2017 Bethesda Episcopal 

Church formally commenced 

a search for a new, permanent 

Rector. On November 12, 2017, 

the Vestry met with Elizabeth 

, the Diocesan

Transition Minister and an expert 

on Rector searches. This meeting 

lasted over two and a half hours 

and she provided the Vestry with 

various materials on search and 

transition processes. 

Church canon law provides 

that the Vestry is the search 

committee that conducts the 

Rector search. There are 21 steps 

in the Standard Parish Transition 

to a new Rector. It is a national, 

and possibly international, search 

for candidates. According to Mrs. 

months, though a few additional 

months may be added until the 

new Rector starts due to moving 

and other logistics. The 21 steps 

Phase I is the “information” phase. 

It includes steps for the Vestry 

and congregation to become 

informed about the rector-search 

process and gather information. 

This phase includes the Vestry’s 

November meeting with the 

Diocese Transition Minister. 

There are three meetings 

scheduled in January to further 

inform the congregation of the 

transition process for calling a 

new Rector: Sunday, January 21, 

immediately following the 8 a.m. 

service; Tuesday, January 23 at 

7 p.m.; and Sunday, January 28 

at 11:30 a.m. Information on the 

search process will also be on 

display in the rear of the church.

designing and administering a 

parish survey. The Vestry will 

then hold additional parish 

meetings to discuss the survey 

the congregation on the preferred 

qualities of the next Rector. From 

the information gathered from 

the surveys and parish meetings, 

search criteria.

Phase II is the “advertisement” 

phase. A parish portfolio is 

developed and posted on the 

website of the national church’s 

This website is only accessible by 

publications, such as The Living 

Church; in newsletters of 

seminaries; and on Bethesda’s 

website. The position will 

remain posted for three to 

number of submissions from 

Phase III is the “evaluation” phase. 

The Vestry will evaluate the 

written applications and then 

narrow the list of candidates 

for personal evaluation. The 

evaluation of the top three 

with the Bishop, and Oxford 

Phase IV is the “selection” phase. 

Rector and request the Bishop’s 

approval before issuing a call of 

the Rector. Once approved by the 

Bishop, the new Rector is “called” 

and a Rector-Parish Covenant 
continued, page 2
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PARISH FINANCES

managed conservatively and 

attentively under John Van der 

Veer, Treasurer. The support of 

church’s ministry is needed to 

strengthen our position. 

THE NEW PARISH HOUSE

parish house continues. Bethesda 

people responded with great 

generosity to the building fund, 

pledging $434,000, far exceeding 

the goal set in consultation with 

Rector search, continued from page 1

Nov. plate and pledge $16,984

Dec. plate and pledge $21,085  

WITH APPRECIATION

the Albany Episcopalian, where it appears on the cover of the current issue. 

FROM THE INTERIM 

RECTOR’S  STUDY

My dear people and friends 

of for 2018! Let 

who introduced an updated 

version of a parish newsletter 

to us several years ago. Every 

installment was well-received, 

including her infusion of humor. 

The editor’s baton has now been 

passed to Field Horne. Field, in 

addition to serving on the Vestry 

in leadership associated with the 

Building Committee and Parish 

an author, historian, and builder. 

I remain certain he will serve 

Bethesda well.

My principal assignment for 

re-heighten your awareness to 

Bethesda’s Scholarship Fund and 

our support of Landon Moore, 

Postulant for Holy Orders at the 

University. In 2017 the Vestry 

introduced a special offering to 

assist Landon with tuition and 

response was impressive. In less 

over $6,000 to deposit in Landon’s 

time for each of us to respond 

again to this important outreach 

of support. Offering envelope 

boxes for 2018 contain a special 

Seminarian Scholarship Fund. 

should be made payable to 

“Seminarian Scholarship” on the 

memo line. Supporting Landon 

is this way is a vital component 

of his preparation for ordained 

ministry in our church. 

Most cordially and gratefully,

The Very Reverend 

Interim Rector

Relationship Document is agreed 

The Vestry will review the 

transition process in more depth 

at the meetings in January. 

in meetings, answering survey 

questions, and so forth will be 

next lead Bethesda’s spiritual 
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WEEKLY PARISH SCHEDULE

Regular services

PARISH WINTER CALENDAR 

Events are in the church nave unless otherwise noted.

Sunday, Jan. 21, 8 and 10 a.m.
Seminarian Landon Moore 

returns to Bethesda.

Sunday, Jan. 21, 9 a.m.
Congregational meeting 

regarding rector search process

Tuesday, Jan. 23, 7 p.m.
Congregational meeting 

regarding rector search process

Sunday, Jan. 28, 11:30 a.m.
Congregational meeting 

regarding rector search process

Tuesday, Jan. 30, 7 p.m.
Annual parish meeting with 

vestry election

Saturday, Feb. 10, 5 p.m.
Parish potluck supper

Location: First Baptist Church

Wednesday, Feb. 14
Ash Wednesday 

Imposition of ashes 

6:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 7
Newsletter deadline. Submit to: 

Sunday Mar. 25
Palm Sunday 8 and 10 a.m.

Sunday
7:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer

8 a.m.  Holy Eucharist

11 a.m.  Church School

Tuesday

Wednesday
12:10 p.m.  Holy Eucharist 

2 p.m.  (1st and 3rd

Thursday
9:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist: 


