Washington Street near Broadway

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
25 December 2017
CHRISTMAS DAY
9:00 am—Holy Eucharist with Hymns
Please switch off all cellular telephones and other electronic devices before the Liturgy begins.
Also, kindly refrain from audible conversation to respect those wishing to pray and listen to the
organ prelude. Thank you.
ORGAN: The First Nowell

David Maxwell (1944-2015)

THE ENTRANCE RITE
HYMN 105 - God Rest You Merry

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Prayer Book, page 323

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Prayer Book, page 324

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, who hast given us thy only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him and as at
this time to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, being regenerate and made thy children by
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Spirit ever, one God, world without end.
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON—A Reading from the Book of Isaiah
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." Listen! Your
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of
the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has
comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before the
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
(52:7-10)
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL —Psalm 98:1-6, Cantate Domino
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
THE SECOND LESSON—A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he
also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
(1:1-4)
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE HYMN 115 - Greensleeves
THE HOLY GOSPEL of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
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came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
(1:1-14)
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE SERMON

Dean Vang

THE NICENE CREED

Prayer Book, page 327

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Celebrant In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Rejoicing in the Birth of our Lord and Savior, we pray that the Church may be continually reborn. Let us share the humility of the manger, the adoration of the shepherds, and the love of the
Holy Family, in the light of him who is the Light of the world:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
Pity and pardon this world of conflict, deaf to the message of peace bring harmony where there
is strife between nations and where people are divided by suspicion and bitterness. Heal those
who have no peace within themselves:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.

We pray for the families and friends with whom we celebrate this happy time. Give us true love,
unselfish desires, and grateful hearts. We pray especially for the children, for their unclouded
joy at this time. Create in us a pattern of human love that will lead them to the love of God who
sent his Son as a little child:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
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We pray for those who cannot feel the joy of Christmas, through the burden of sickness, bereavement, or other distress. Comfort with your presence all who are separated at this time
from those they love. We pray for those serving in our nation’s armed forces here and abroad,
bring the light of Christ into their lives.
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
Have mercy on the departed who, having shared with Christ their human birth and infancy,
have shared with him also the death of the body. Make their joy complete, in the company of
the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph and of all the saints, and in that kingdom where
there is neither birth nor death, but abundant life without end:
Lord, hear us,
Lord, graciously hear us.
Celebrant God our Shepherd, come into our lives with your power to help, save, and defend
us, and let us see your loving-kindness in your Son, Jesus Christ, both now and for ever.
Amen.
Assisting Priest and People
Lord Jesus Christ, when you come among us, you proclaim the Kingdom of God in this
and every place: Grant that your presence and power will make this parish church a
home of spiritual refreshment and healing. We acknowledge our thankfulness to you for
the generosity of those who have and continue to support our Capital Campaign. Open
our loving hearts so that our mission may prosper and your Name be glorified. This we
ask through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
CONFESSION OF SIN
Assisting Priest Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Assisting Priest and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
The Celebrant concludes with an Absolution.
THE PEACE
Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
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People

And with thy spirit.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
HYMN 87 - Mendelssohn
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, Eucharistic Prayer II

Prayer Book, page 340

PREFACE OF THE INCARNATION
Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty
power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother;
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children.
SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS QUI VENIT

Prayer Book, page 341

OUR FATHER

Prayer Book, page 334

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Prayer Book, page 337

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

Prayer Book, page 337

MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

THE CONCLUDING RITE
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Prayer Book, page 339

BLESSING
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you
with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
HYMN 100 - Antioch
ORGAN: A Child is Born to Us

Eugene Lindusky (1924-2005)
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CHRISTMAS COMMEMORATIONS 2017
In Thanksgiving for

The Incarnation of Our Lord
and for
The Bethesda Family
by
The Very Rev’d Marshall J. Vang
The Aumbry Candle is given in memory of

Ray Priestley
and
Madeline Stewart
by Lynne Priestley

Given By:

In Loving Memory Of:

Jane Agee

William Hugh Agee

Grady & Judy Aronstamm

Dorothy & Frances McTygue

Audrey J. Ball

Edward Ball

Daniel Biggie

Richard Biggie, Jr.

Sharon & Gordon Boyd

Ruth Petersen Walker

Laurie Brenenstuhl

John and Emily Capano

Johanna Brackett

John E. Brackett, Jr.

Betsy Cummins

Hoppy & Dean Wallace
Dean Wallace, Jr.
Tom Cummins
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Phyllis R. Curtis

for family blessings

Given By:

In Loving Memory Of:

Joe & Janet Equale

Anna Equale
Rose DiGangi

Anita E. Harding

Margaret & Roy Funderburk
Aimee Harding-Anderson

Pam Houde

Gary Houde ,Clarence Pickard
Laura Pickard, Lance Pickard
James Norton

Jean Huber

Adelaide Peters

Joan Swire Hyman

Bette Swire
William Swire

Mildred Meeker

Robert C. Meeker
John Hoyle
Lottie Hoyle

Joseph Moore

M. Tyrone Bullard
Florence Sharp

Rhoda Nimsker

Lester Nimsker
Edwin Warren
John Sunderland

Loved ones

The Rev’d Thomas T. Parke
Mickey M. Vassallo
Mary M. Blunt

Audrey & Paul Parobeck

Arthur & Dorothy James Pfeiffer
Paul & Anna Vangor Parobeck

Lynne Priestley

Ray Priestley
Madeline Stewart
Emilie & John Becher
Anna & Raymond Priestley
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Given By:

In Loving Memory Of:

Carol Simek

David J. Simek

Eleanor & Cliff Stevens

George & Helen Duval
Kenneth & Ethel Wilcox

Shauna M. Sutton

William H. Sutton, Sr. & Cornelia May Sutton
Minna Jane Sutton
William H. Sutton, Jr. & Muriel Armer Sutton
George Hodgson, Sr. & May Sutton Hodgson
Fred H. Hodgson
Rod O. Sutton
Albert M. & Elizabeth M. Chandler

Barbara Tasso

Anthony Tasso
Gene & Nellie & Tasso
Andrew & Julia Tykwinski

June B. Tessier

Russell Tessier
Ivy & Ed Cahill
Bunny & David Tessier
Joseph Brown

Karen & Craig Walton

Michael Stockman

Harry Weinhagen

Amanda Lynne Weinhagen
Margeret Weinhagen
Harry Weinhagen

Nancy & David Wilder

Virginia & David Wilder
Lillian & Edward O’Boyle

Mary Withington

The Rev’d Robert &
Kathleen Dodge Withington
Betty Withington, Diana Mobley
Frances & Dorothy Wendelglass
Philip & Doris Kautzman
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Tom Connor

THE PARISH VESTRY
Churchwardens
Class of 2018
Darren Miller, Senior Churchwarden
Class of 2017
Jane Agee
Gordon Boyd
Mark Griffin
Geneva Henderson, Clerk

Class of 2017
Catherine Berheide, Junior Churchwarden
Vestry
Class of 2018
Class of 2019
Mark Claverie
Field Horne
Pamela Houde
Sara Manny
Mayumi Kato
Steven Rucker
John Van der Veer, Treasurer

The Very Reverend Marshall J. Vang, Interim Rector
The Reverend Paul F. Evans, Assisting Priest
Mr. Landon M. Moore, Postulant for Holy Orders
Mrs. Barbara Latzko, Parish Administrative Assistant
Mr. Farrell Goehring, Organist/Director of Music
Dr. Kathleen Slezak, Choral Director
Mr. Robert E. Bullock, Verger
Mr. Sean Byrnes, Sacristan
www.bethesdachurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdaepiscopalchurch
(518) 584-5980
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